A SIMPLE GIFT

STEWARDSHIP 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christian giving can be correctly viewed from two different perspectives, one, as a deeply personal matter between each of us
and God and, two, as an important part of the collective support of the congregation. It is exciting that this year the
Stewardship Campaign Committee is introducing a “narrative budget” that divides our finances into 4 ministry areas -
Worship, Learning, Fellowship, and Serving & Caring.

Any amount that you contribute, whether big or small, will make a difference in the work of the Church. This year’s
stewardship theme is “A Simple Gift”.

We have learned a great deal about what we value, and what your gifts mean to our mission. As I think about the upcoming
Stewardship Campaign, I am reminded of the multitude of surveys and self-studies beginning with Vision 2020 followed by
our comprehensive Facilities Master Plan. After our long-time senior pastor retired in 2024, a Self-Study Committee
completed another study which included the Holy Cow Survey. The pastor search process requires the completion of a
Ministry Discernment Profile in order to launch a nationwide intradenominational search for our next Pastor. All of this to
say that we may be the most self-analyzed congregation in the Presbyterian Church USA, and at this point, we should know

who we are. So, what does this have to do with stewardship?

Through this self-reflection we have learned a great deal about what we value as a congregation. We value a traditional
worship service that includes relevant, scripture-based, inspiring sermons and a quality music program. We value Christian
Education at all age levels. We value service, care and missions. We value communication, internal and external, including the
efficient use of modern electronic media. We value our buildings and grounds, which were inherited by most of us free of
charge. We value our God, truth, fellowship and joy. These values have led us to invest in people, equipment, missions,
maintenance and improvements. Our staff presently includes a highly educated, experienced and qualified Director of
Christian Education, a talented and superbly qualified Director of Music, a professional Administrator who doubles as the
most pleasant face and voice of our Church to the public, a qualified team that supervises building, maintenance and use of
our facilities, and a dedicated and compassionate leader of our Preschool. On November 9, which happens to be Stewardship
Dedication Sunday, our new Transitional Pastor Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson will start her ministry with us while our Pastor
Nominating Committee seeks an Installed Pastor. This is where we ask our congregation to consider what we value, and how

your gifts support these values in the ministry areas of Worship, Learning, Fellowship, and Serving & Caring.
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As we consider our values, giving and ministry to each other and our community, please reflect on our present financial
picture. We will end this year in a budget deficit position, as we did in 2023 and 2024. A contributing factor to our financial
position is that the number of houscholds that make annual pledges has dropped from 116 in 2016 to 100 in 2025. We
received a record pledged amount of $555,286 in 2024, but only $465,286 was actually paid. That difterence accounts for
$90,000 of the deficit. These trends must and will be reversed.

Within these challenges lie tremendous opportunities. As we look forward to the future, there is much to be excited about at
First Presbyterian. We are the second largest congregation in the Savannah Presbytery, in 2027 we will celebrate our 200th
year, we worship in one of the most beautiful sanctuaries, which we inherited and to which we are are launching capital
improvements in accordance with a Facilities Maintenance Plan, and on Stewardship Dedication Sunday we will receive and
welcome a new gift from God in the person of Kim Jackson. A clear longing exists to re-engage the wider community,

revitalize programs, reach new people, and enhance our facilities.

We are excited about what God has in store for our community. We believe that with your “Simple Gift,” we can make an

even greater impact and reach even more people with the message of love, hope, and salvation.

Our stewardship team hopes this lively, descriptive narrative budget will help you connect more closely with the ministries

you value, and which your gifts support. Thank you for giving generously to our ministry together.

May God bless you abundantly!

With heartfelt gratitude,

JohnTatum
Clerk of Session



