
 A NOTE FROM THE INTERIM ORGANIST

Thank you so much for such an incredibly warm welcome to
First. Your kind words and affirmation have truly been
overwhelming. Having some history with the Church as I
played a couple of concerts here years ago after the new
organ was installed, I feel right at home!

As with many churches, the pandemic took its toll on
attendance and involvement within its life and ongoing
ministries. Now, with the hopes at the most critical part of
the pandemic being over, we have simply gotten out of the
habit of not only attending church but other activities as
well. It will take some time to recover, but we all must make
a consciously deliberate effort as we return to "normal."

From what I have been told, the Chancel Choir was a good
bit larger before it was forced to shut down. (As you can
probably tell, the "commercial" is coming!) I would like to
invite those who may have sung in the choir in the past to
rejoin us on Wednesday evenings. We have changed the
rehearsal time to 6:45 p.m.to make it more convenient
perhaps for those with young children to participate. Come
for dinner at 6:00pm and enjoy great food and fellowship.
If you know of someone that should be singing in the Choir,
please email me at Jeff@savannahfpc.org or see me on
Sunday morning.
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We will begin working on Advent and Christmas music soon,
so now is the perfect time to dive in and test the waters.
Know that we work hard but play hard as well. Music should
be fun as well as rewarding, and I try to make it both!

Again, thank you for your FPC hospitality. I look forward to
what we can accomplish in the next couple of months.

With deepest gratitude,
Jeff Lewis

Jeff Lewis, INTERIM
ORGANIST & MUSIC

DIRECTOR
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Other News
THE ADVENTURE OF WORSHIP

It was not that many years ago when most
people went to church on any given Sunday.
Even less than a century ago the church was
the focal point of community life. The church
was an extension of that wider entity known as
Christendom and Christian society. Today, we
find that America is an extremely pluralistic
society with a multitude of religious options
and worldviews. 

Many of us find ourselves stretched thin by
our own struggles, work and families. What is
at the heart of what moves people out of their
beds on any given Sunday morning has a great
deal to do with their spiritual struggles and
their longing to find God’s presence in their
lives. People who decide to visit a church
venture into what often feels like risky
territory, full of strangers and what can seem
like strange practices. These visitors come for
many different reasons. For some, a major loss
or transition such as divorce, illness, or
unemployment, has led them to church.
Meeting nice people who were friendly might
have passed years ago for what many
accepted as Christianity, but in our world of
religious pluralism and religious apathy, that
will no longer do. 

Our mission is to be very clear about who we
are as Christians and very specific about the
content of the Christian faith. Our primary
task is to shape and sustain people in the life
of faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. The
central focus is to help people understand the
faith they confess, to help them live faithful
lives, and to help them appreciate the vitality
of the Reformed tradition. 

Our highest purpose is to worship God.
Worship is central to our common life. 
 Sincere thanks to the Chancel Choir and Jeff
Lewis with his virtuoso skills on the organ for
the role they play in our worship. Worship
finds its heart and its head in the music and
prayers, in the Scripture and sermon.
Especially in the sacraments Jesus Christ is
known to us and worship becomes a time of
wonder, love and praise.

C.S. Lewis has helped many of us understand
what it means to confess Jesus as Lord and
Savior. Lewis wrote that there is all the
difference in the world between reading the
map of the coastline and feeling the spray of
the ocean on your face. People come to
church, he said, not to be taught to read maps
about God’s love, but to feel the spray. What a
powerful image. It can happen in Sunday
school. It can happen at a fellowship dinner or
concert. It has to happen during Sunday
morning worship—if we are to be faithful to
what God has called us to be. 

If you are not feeling the spray of God’s
presence on your face, then it is very likely
our visitors will not find it here either. But if
you too are a seeker, as you sing in the choir,
attend a class, share in ministries of service
and compassion, and above all as you join in
Sunday morning worship, then imagine what
encounters with the living God might be
awaiting those who come into this place and
feel the spray of God’s presence upon their
lives!-

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
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November
1st       Jon Bairnsfather, Ian Pinholster
2nd      Jordan Chase
4th       Joey Strength
6th       Reneè McGehee, Kelley Sparks
7th       Maxwell Mackenzie, Cheryle Kimball
8th       Maryanne Hedrick, Nell Strength
10th     Carol Grable, Elizabeth Gross, 
            Christian Hagerty, Jennifer Stanley, Murphy Price
11th     Bess Cohen, Charlotte Hagerty
12th     Jack Turbiville
14th     Hunter Rackett, Sue Jones, Jason King
15th     Faye Markwalter
16th     Rosie Donnelly, DeDe Cargill, Turner Chase, 
            Robert Bennett, Tiana Binda
17th     Yvonne Jouffrault
20th     Olivia Roe
21st      Laura Ross
23rd     Arnie Correa, Campbell Patterson
24th     Roscoff Deal
25th     John Prather
26th     Tristan Walls, Aidan Nance
28th     Alexis Lee Clark
29th     Amber Penny, Christopher Daly
30th     Kathryn Shirley

Birthdays
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