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The Hospitality Of The Church
BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS

Every church declares itself to be open, friendly, warm and
interested in newcomers. Every church will say, “We are a
caring, outgoing group of people who are eager to show
hospitality to others.” And every church reads the words of
Paul in Romans 12:9-13: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor… be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord…persevere in prayer…extend
hospitality…” The reality is that many churches fail to live up
to this soaring vision of Christian hospitality.
I would like you to take a moment and reflect on our ministry
of hospitality. How are we doing with this divine commission?
Henri Nouwen wrote about hospitality in a landmark book
written forty years ago. In his book, Reaching Out, Nouwen
comments: “In our world of strangers, estranged from their
own past, culture and country, from their neighbors, friends
and family, from their deepest self and their God, we witness
a painful search for a hospitable place where life can be lived
without fear and where community can be found.”
Thanks to so many of you, I think we do a remarkable job
offering a welcoming community of faith. Last Sunday, I saw
our members sharing warmth and enthusiasm with new
people at church. Continued on P2
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A Message From Stephen Williams
Getting to Know Your Session...
An Interview with Paul Pressly
The Hospitality of the Church, Continued
There is both the organized and planned
hospitality of our greeter and team of ushers
and all the informal hospitality by our members
and Session which creates an atmosphere of
genuine caring and concern. We become wiser,
stronger and more vital with each new person.
Our Lord issued the invitation, “Come unto me,”
and thus invited all people into the household
of faith. While some choose not to respond
positively to this call, those who do will find a
warm acceptance and a hospitable home at
First.
In fact, this topic of hospitality is cited as of first importance in a recent study by Diane Butler Bass. She
looked at several thriving mainline churches across the country. The results of her research were
compiled in a book, Christianity for the Rest of Us, which has garnered wide attention and several book
awards. Her thesis is that these thriving churches exhibited several common “signposts” or practices
that contributed to their vitality and faithfulness. The first signpost is the Christian practice of radical
hospitality. And while every church may claim to be welcoming, these thriving churches create a climate
of welcome that surrounds every aspect of their common life. She writes:
“True Christian hospitality is not a recruitment strategy designed to manipulate strangers into church
membership. Rather, it is a central practice of the Christian faith—something Christians are called to do
for the sake of the thing itself… Christians welcome strangers as we ourselves have been welcomed by
God through the love of Jesus Christ. Through hospitality, Christians imitate God’s welcome. Therefore,
hospitality is not a program, not a single hour or ministry in the life of a congregation. It stands at the
heart of a Christian way of life, a living icon of wholeness in God.”
As the church calendar moves into the season of Lent, consider how hospitality is a practice no less
important than Bible study and prayer. With the example of Jesus before us, let us graciously welcome
our neighbors, opening our hearts and sharing the good news of God’s love.

PRAYER CONCERNS, A RECORD OF OUR FAITHFULNESS, ETC.
…CONGRATULATIONS TO BRAIDEN PETERANETZ, WHO WAS PICTURED ON THE FRONT PAGE
OF THE SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS ON FEBRUARY 24 WORKING ON COMPUTER CODING AS
A GIRL SCOUT PROJECT… CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF LINDSAY NORMAN ON THE
DEATH OF HER MOTHER, PATRICIA MCCORD ON WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 16 IN SAVANNAH…
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Christian Education
Michael Johnson
will lead a team of
men as they prepare
a brunch of shrimp
with stone ground
grits, breakfast
casseroles, and fruit.
And don't forget the
the clock's go
forward an hour!

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
FOR
CHILDREN
AND YOUTH

Come join us! We will focus on our
theme during Lent, Practice Spiritual
Disciplines.
3's-5's Room 8
1st & 2nd Grade Room 202
3rd-5th Grade Room 221
6th-12th Grade Room 212
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Christian Education Continued
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 A.M.

We have three classes and would encourage all
adults to join one.
Covenant/Fidelis Class meets in Room 115
Led by Bob Morgan and will study, “Galatians and
the Fruits of the Spirit.”
Sojourners Class meets in Room 209
Led by Howard Crawford, the class will study "The
Gospel of Luke" with a resource from Max Lucado.
Timothy Class meets in Imlay House
Led by Eric McManus, the class will use FaithLens
to study lectionary scriptures and connect with
faith and daily life.

MARCH YOUTH GROUP
Junior Lows & Junior Highs
Regular Schedule for
March 6 and 13
No Youth Group due to school
holidays March 20 & 27
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Art + Faith Collaborative
The mission statement of Christians in
the Visual Arts (civa.org), contains the
following statement: “Artists create
culture. They have eyes to see, ears to
hear, and hands to make. The genius
of Christian community is that all who
belong are invited to participate,
invited to bring their skills and their
passions to contribute to the greater
good.” We are blessed to have a
profusion of artists in our midst at
First Presbyterian Church. Our Art and
Faith Collaborative was formed to
harness the creative energy of our
artists to enrich our lives together as a
community of faith.
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One way we’re bringing this vision to life
is by displaying art (created by members)
throughout the church campus. To date,
we’ve installed two paintings, and we’re
looking forward to displaying additional
art in an ongoing, non-permanent
“exhibit”. There is a large painting by
Tessa Parker near the stairwell in the
main hall, and another by Neel Foster
currently on display in the handbell
rehearsal room. An explanation of the
artist’s intent is included with the
paintings. Take a few moments to enjoy
and reflect on these pieces the next time
you’re at church!
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Music Ministry
Upcoming Worship
Music
March 6
Tessa Parker, Jason Salzer,
and Colby Longley
March 13
Erika Andres, flutist
March 20
Katy Keyes, soloist
Mollie Nichols, organist
March 27
Savannah Trombone Choir
Chancel Choir Returns…Searching for Singers!
The Chancel Choir will return to the choir loft on Sunday,
March 6. Singers will wear masks for rehearsing each week
and will continue to wear masks in worship. We need
additional singers and anyone who has an interest in singing
is asked to contact Susan@savannahfpc.org. Now is a good
time to join as we learn music for Lent and Easter. Rehearsals
are Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
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Music Ministry Continued

Meet Choral Scholar Tanner King...
We are thrilled to welcome tenor Tanner King to our
Chancel Choir! Tanner moved to Savannah from
Florence, Alabama and is the manager at the Sleep
Number store. He has a vocal performance degree
from the University of North Alabama. He has sung at
the Vatican and at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in Ireland.
He brings talent, enthusiasm, and a generous spirit to
us. Welcome, Tanner!
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Music Ministry Continued
HANDBELL CHOIR RESUMES
The Handbell Choir will resume on
March 6. If you have an interest in
learning how to ring and would like
to join contact
Susan@savannahfpc.org.
Rehearsals take place on Sunday
mornings beginning at 9:20 a.m.

Click
the
image
to
Register
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The Season Of Lent
Our Lenten theme, Full to the
Brim, is an invitation—into a
radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be
authentically who you are, to
counter scarcity and injustice at
every turn, to pour out even
more grace wherever it is
needed. And so, this Lent, let us
trust—fully—that we belong to
God. Let us increase our capacity
to receive and give grace. Let us
discover the expansive life God
dreams for us. Copies of "full to
the brim" will be found in the
narthex or email Allison for a
digital version.
WEDNESDAY SERVICES & DINNER
DURING LENT BEGINNING AT 6:00PM
“Learning Forgiveness as a Lenten
Discipline”
March 9 ~Luke 15:11-32 “Two Sons and a
Forgiving Father” ~ Will Schriefer
March 16 ~Psalm 51 and 139 “The Call to
Self-Examination” ~ Debra Theodotou
March 23 ~Luke 23:32-43 “Costly Love from
the Cross” ~ Cam Patterson
March 30 ~Matthew 18:23-35 “The
Unforgiving Servant” ~ Margaret Brooks
April 6 ~Colossians 3:12-15 “The Duties of a
Christian” ~ Jay Peteranetz
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LENTEN SUNDAYS AT 9:00AM
March 6
Psalm 25:1-10 Mark 1:9-15
Carter Eagle
March 13
Psalm 22:23-31 Mark 8:31-38
Randy Bolinger
March 20
Psalm 19 John 2:13-22
Charlotte Keenoy
March 27
Psalm 107:1-7, 19-22 John 3:14-21
Gay Mayfield
April 3
Psalm 52:1-12 John 12:20-33
Linda Barnes
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Other Happenings
This year’ s Foote Series will be led by Ray
Jones, director of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency’ s Theology, Formation and
Evangelism and will be held on Saturday,
March 19 – Sunday, March 20. The topic,
“The 8 Habits of Evangelism, ” is a new
initiative of the denomination. The
program begins with dinner on Saturday at
6:00 p.m. in Stewart Hall followed by the
first talk. Dr. Jones will preach on Sunday
at the 11:00 a.m. service of worship and
then wrap things up with a second talk on
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. with a reception at
5:00 p.m. Peter Foley chairs the planning
committee for this annual event that
remembers the generosity of William Foote
and his bequest that largely built the
church building on Monterey Square in the
1870s.

FOOTE SERIES WILL PROVIDE A
MEMORABLE WEEKEND

Click on the photo for a full PDF of
"8 Habits of Evangelism"

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE STATED SESSION MEETING
When the Session met on Monday, February 21 at 7:00 p.m., Mark Borst discussed the hymn,
“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise.” It is an evening hymn that holds fond memories
from his childhood. The theme for this year’s Session study that commences the stated
meetings is, “A Favorite Hymn: The Words, the Tune, the Meaning.” The Session sang a couple
of stanzas and later concluded the Session meeting reciting the last two stanzas. Committees
made their various reports, including the plans for Vacation Bible School, July 18-21, fine
tuning details for Palm Sunday and Easter, and the youth mission trip to Asheville, NC set for
June 5 -11. Overall income for January was $66,885 against expenses of
$56,032. Guest preachers were approved and the statistical report was received. Membership
stands at 404 members on 12/31/21. During the year, the church welcomed 20 new members,
and lost three members to death and two by letter of transfer. The meeting concluded at 9:05
p.m. with prayers for our congregation and world.
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Other Happenings
Justice Unites Savannah Together Invites Your Involvement
J.U.S.T. is an interfaith, interracial group of about 20 houses of worship that advocates for
justice issues. It includes 17 Christian churches, a mosque and two synagogues in Savannah.
The past year, the group focused on affordable housing for low income families and has met
with city officials to press for support of the initiative and learn how the city’s Affordable
Housing Trust Fund will be used. These havebeen important and informative meetings that
will help address the crisis that more than 7,000 low- income families in Savannah spend
more than half their income on housing expenses. The second issue
that was chosen by this broad coalition of churches is poverty and the criminal justice
system. The group has met with Todd Martin, chief public defender for Chatham County and
will soon meet with Shalena Cook Jones, the district attorney, to discuss cashless bail. About
25 members of First are part of the J.U.S.T. network. In the cycle of the year, the major event
is the Nehemiah Action, where more than 500 people are expected to gather on Monday, May
2 at 7:00 p.m. Email belindapwalters@gmail.com to express your interest.

Confirmands Begin a 12 Week Course of Study

Ten 6th grade confirmands and their elder-mentors were
commissioned during worship as they began a 12-week course
of study that will lead to the Service of Confirmation on
Pentecost, June 5. The class, led by Stephen Williams, meets on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the John Knox Room
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Birthdays
MARCH
1st
4th
5th.
6th
11th
12th
13th
14th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
31st

Barbara Lanier, Linda Poppell-Smith
Daisy Price
Matt Chase
Ryleigh Parker
Vernice Rackett, Lisa Middleton
Ashley Gaddy, Tom Snipes
Felix Etinge
Carol Booker, Campbell Salzer
Kimberly Price
Laura DeYoung Thompson, Jane Armstrong
Kris Parrish
Cal Lundy
Lisa Team, Daylin Peteranetz
Lisa Bennett
Penny Pennington
Pam Patterson, Betsy von Trapp, Sara Hiltzheimer
Miriam DeYoung, Sam Somers, John Timm
Juliette Jouffrault
Emma Katherine DeRosa
Molly Hughes
Hannah Leverette, Heather Lundy
Joe Markwalter
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