
THE FIRST POST
JUNE 1 ,  2022

The Newsletter of First Presbyterian Church of Savannah

This issue:
A Message From Stephen

Williams

PAGES 1  & 12  
 

THE FIRST POST PAGE 01

I Will Send You A Helper 
BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS 

The calendar tells us that Eastertide is ending and with Pentecost
on June 5, a new season in the life of the church is beginning. In
many ways Easter seems like a memory. It did not last long.
There was the sunrise service at Isle of Hope and later at the
main service a brass quintet joyfully lifted our hearts in
triumphant praise. But since then, we returned to the trouble and
turmoil of daily life. The murder of 19 children and their two
teachers in Uvalde, Texas shocked the country and sent us to our
knees in prayer. We were still reeling from the news two weeks
earlier when 10 people were gunned down at a supermarket in
Buffalo, NY. And then there was one parishioner killed and others
injured at a Taiwanese Fellowship meeting in a Presbyterian
Church in Laguna Woods, CA.
For three months and with no end in sight, there has been a war
of aggression in Ukraine.  According to the United Nations, 6.3
million Ukrainians have fled to neighboring countries.  And so
accustomed to bad news, we hardly paused to grieve when we
passed the one million mark of Americans killed by Covid.  So
brief an Easter.
It seems like a long time ago when we gathered to sing, “Jesus
Christ is Risen Today,” and a trumpet confidently proclaimed the
Resurrection.  The extraordinary Easter lilies are long gone and
what we see now is ordinary disorder.  Heartache.
Disappointment.  Worry.  It’s a long way from Easter.
So, when Jesus announces in John 14:18-29 to his disciples, 
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Pentecost Sunday



June Sunday School With Butler
Sundays in June 9:30-10:30

June 5 & 19 at Butler
June 12 at First 

Sacraments: Howard Crawford
Prayer: Gwen McKee

June 26 at First
Fellowship: Rebecca Rowden

Stewardship: Eric McManus
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Christian Education

We're excited to offer, "Discovery on
Adventure Island: Quest for God's Great

Light" VBS this year.  July 18-21 from 9:00
a.m. to noon. Click  the image to register
your children. Please help us make this a
wonderful and faith-filled VBS. We need

Volunteers and items to make this the best
year ever for VBS. 

Click Here To Volunteer or Donate. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrV94EsUCHAL7-DCbfhyLWQG6SkrTQtLdvshqrp3jvQc6tGQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMuRQ1udfEvG81CMvqDy8llQ3WjGL2yRvRKiNhLYry9zE4FQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Christian Education

Summer Sunday School
Preschool Through 5th Grade 

For the months of June and July our children 
will meet during Extended Session at 11:00 am for

Sunday School. The topic will be Welcome All. 
We would love your help! Click here to volunteer.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AAFA629A6FCC61-extended
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Christian Education

This year our Youth will be traveling to Asheville, NC to partner with
Asheville Youth Mission. They will serve a variety of missions in the
area including Homeward Bound. This organization meets the daily
needs of people experiencing homelessness, as well as, works to place
them into permanent housing. We are invited to make a "Welcome
Home" pack for one of these families. Please bring in new or gently used
items from the signup genius (Click Here) by June 5, 2022.

Click The Image To
Find Out How... 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE MEN’S
BREAKFAST AND STUDY

Join the men of the church for a country-
style breakfast and study at The Holland

House, 601 E. 68 th Street. Newcomers are
always welcome. Presenters are:

Monday, June 20 at 7:30 a.m. Terry Yon
Monday, July 18 at 7:30 a.m. Bob Morgan

Monday, August 15 at 7:30 a.m. Jim Taylor

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-school-shootings
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d44aaaa2caa8-youth
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Music Ministry

There is a story of Sadako Sasaki, a 12-year-old Japanese girl who died of
leukemia, the victim of the black rain radioactive fallout resulting from the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima. Sadako faced her illness bravely and decided to engage in
an ancient Japanese tradition: make 1,000 origami cranes, and your wish will be
granted. She filled her hospital room with cranes, and she expressed her wish to be
healed. Sadly, she died, but she has nonetheless left a legacy. In the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park, there is a statue of Sadako holding a crane aloft. The
inscription below reads, “This is our cry. This is our prayer. Peace in the world.”

Sadly, peace in the world continues to elude us. But as Christians who hold to the
notion of a sovereign God who will never leave nor forsake us, we live in hope. It is
this same God who instructed us to pray without ceasing.

On Pentecost Sunday, over 500 origami cranes will be soaring overhead in the
sanctuary. Crafted by multigenerational members of First Presbyterian Church,
every crane has a name (or topic) written on it for which a prayer has been offered.
There is a very real possibility that your name is included! This is a glorious
representation of our congregation knit together in prayer, and the movement of
God’s Spirit among us. In the eighth chapter of his letter to the Romans, Paul says,
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit intercedes for us with groans that words cannot
express.”

Special thanks to everyone who made cranes, the members of the Art + Faith
Collaborative who collaborated on this project, and Josh Brooks, who engineered
and installed the hanging system.

Art + Faith Collaborative
By Mark Borst

Music And Worship Conference 2022
Each year Montreat conference center offers a Music and Worship conference. This year Susan
Wilson, Deanie Strength, and Mark Borst will attend the conference the week of June 26-July 2.

Participants have a chance to take classes in worship, liturgy, drumming, choral singing, Bible study,
liturgical art and design, and choral techniques for choirs of all ages just to name a few. 
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Music Ministry

Summer choir provides an opportunity for singers
to join us on a week to week basis with a Sunday
morning same day rehearsal at church at 10:15
am. Anthems will primarily be hymn based and
simple to learn quickly. All are invited to show up
in the choir loft beginning July 3 to sing in summer
choir.

Robes are not worn and music is provided. High
schoolers and adults are welcome to join.

Summer Choir Returns!

Upcoming Worship
Soloists…

 
June 12 Diane Ricks

June 19 Danny Cohen
June 26 Gina Shields
July 17 Tanner King
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Music Ministry
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Upcoming Events
Presbyterian Women 
Once  every  3  years  i s  the  Tr ienn ia l
Gather ing  o f  the  Synod  o f  the  South
At lant ic  (PW's  o f  Georg ia ,  South
Caro l ina  & F lor ida ) .  Th is  year ' s  Synod
Gather ing  i s  October  21  -  23  at
Epworth-by-the-Sea  on  St .  S imons
Is land .  There  wi l l  be  great  speakers ,
workshops .  a  boat  tour ,  a  t ro l ley  tour ,
fe l lowsh ip  and  f ree  t ime to  en joy  the
beaut i fu l  campus  o f  Epworth-by-the-
Sea .  An  in format iona l  brochure  and  a
reg is t rat ion  packet  are  on  F i rs t ' s
webs i te  wi th  a l l  the  deta i l s .  The  hote l
pr ic ing  has  changed  s l ight ly  f rom
what  i s  pr inted .  I f  you  would  l ike  that
pr ic ing ,  p lease  c l ick  here  for  the
webs i te  where  you  can  reg is ter
d i rect ly  wi th  Epworth-by-the-Sea  or
do  so  by  mai l .  I f  you  are  p lann ing  to

share  a  room wi th  someone ,  p lease  prov ide  the  roommate  in format ion  so  that  Epworth  can
p lace  you  in  the  same room.  The  roommate  (other  than  fami ly )  w i l l  a l so  have  to  reg is ter
separate ly  f rom you  and  prov ide  your  name as  the  roommate .  I f  you  p lan  to  spend  the
n ights  at  some other  locat ion  (other  than  Epworth  by  the  Sea)  p lease  see  the  "Commuters "
in format ion  at  the  end  o f  the  reg is t rat ion  form.  Commuters  wi l l  reg is ter  wi th  Epworth  by
the  Sea  for  commuter  fee  and  meals .  I f  you  p lan  to  at tend ,  p lease  le t  Char lot te  Keenoy
( johnkeenoy@bel lsouth .net )  know.

mailto:susan@savannahfpc.org
https://www.epworthbythesea.org/reservations.php
mailto:johnkeenoy@bellsouth.net
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Other Happenings
CHURCH HOSTS A

FAMILY FROM
AFGHANISTAN

I t ’ s  been an amazing three
months s ince we f i rs t  met  the

Mirzayi  fami ly .  Our
congregat ion has been so

generous ,  providing the fami ly
with LOTS of  d iapers ,  baby

wipes ,  household suppl ies ,  toys
and c lothing for  the chi ldren.
We are s t i l l  in  need of  baby

formula .  
Abdul  ( fa ther ) ,  Mir iam (mother ) ,

Marya (6 ) .  Aisha (5 )  and Bib l
Hawa (6  months )  are adjust ing to

American l i fe .  Marya at tended
Windsor Forest  and is  p icking up

Engl ish quick ly .  Our members
have vis i ted with the fami ly ,
taken them on an out ing to

Forsyth Park ( thank you to the
Bennett  fami ly )  and taken the

mom and kids to doctors ’
appointments .

We would love to add a few
more volunteers  to our ranks .  I f
you are interested ,  contact  L inda
Wit t ish ( rwi t t ish@bel lsouth .net )
wi th your quest ions .  I t ’ s  an easy

and quick process onl ine .

CELEBRATE FOUNDERS’   DAY
SUNDAY,  JUNE 12

F i rs t  was  organ ized  on  June  6 ,
1827  making  i t  the  f i rs t

Presbyter ian  church  in  Savannah
with  t ies  to  the  nat iona l
denominat ion .  A  banner

process ion ,  bagp iper  and  the
congregat ion-wide  annua l

photograph  on  the  p laza  are  part
of  the  day .  Dav id  Porter ’ s  hymn,

“Pra ise  Jehovah ,  Pra ise  Jehovah ,”
which  was  wr i t ten  when  the

Monterey  Square  bu i ld ing  was
ded icated  in  1872 ,  w i l l  be  sung .

mailto:rwittish@bellsouth.net
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Other Happenings

Interview with the Session
Linda Wittish & Terry Yon 

Dr.  Li sa  Bauman i s  a  graduate  of  Indiana
Univers i ty  School  of  Medic ine .  She  i s
Professor  and Chair  of  Pathology  and
Cl inica l  Sc ience  Educat ion  at  Mercer
Univers i ty  School  of  Medic ine  in
Savannah.  Dr .  Bauman’s  work  at  Mercer
per iodica l ly  takes  her  to  Medica l  School
campuses  in  Macon and Columbus ,  GA.
She  i s  an  exper ienced  surg ica l
pathologi s t ,  hav ing  served  as  a  Hospita l
Laboratory  Medica l  Director  in
Indianapol i s  and Fort  Wayne  Indiana .
She  a l so  spent  severa l  years  a s  a  v i s i t ing
c l in ic ian  at  the  Mayo Cl in ic  in
Rochester ,  Minnesota .  She  was  a  Cl in ica l
Professor  of  Pathology  at  the  City
Univers i ty  of  New York  School  of
Medic ine  f rom 2016-2020 before  moving
to  Georg ia .
 
L i sa  has  two adult  sons ,  Matthew in
Dal las ,  and  Michae l  in  San  Franci sco .
 
Li sa  i s  a  l i fe - long  Presbyter ian.  She
vi s i ted  F i r s t  Presbyter ian  Church  la s t
fa l l  and  fe l t  a  warm welcome.  She  knew
that  F i r s t  Presbyter ian  was  a  Church  that
would  support  her  fa i th  journey  and i s  a
member  of  the  Church  Choir .  She  jo ins
by  le t ter  of  t ransfer  f rom Moorings
Presbyter ian  Church  in  Naples ,  FL.  She
enjoys  the  r ich  h i s tory  and natura l
beauty  of  the  Savannah area .

New Member Spotlight...Dr. Lisa Bauman

Welcome Dr. Lisa Bauman
Email: lbauman765@gmail.com

Phone: 317.600.5868
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“I am going to leave you now,” they are distraught. They feel orphaned and afraid of their place in the
world. A great part of John’s gospel is one long farewell. Why even chapters 13, 14, 15 and 16 are called
“The Farewell Discourse.”
Jesus promises, “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything.” 
“I’m going to leave you now,” Jesus said to his disciples. “But I’m not going to leave you orphaned. I’m
going to give you a history, a record of who I am and what I’ve done that is so detailed and accurate that
you will always have me with you. Just read the account and you will know.”
But that is not what he said. He knew how they would be, living in the half-light of a troubled world,
feeling alone, cut off from the power of God. So they heard Jesus promise, “My Father and I will come to
you, send you an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, make a home with you.” William Barclay translates the word,
“Helper.”
We want to pin down Jesus. We want to take the gospels and read them like a history book. Read the text
and get him fixed on the page for all time. We want him to be in the words. But we don’t worship the
words of Jesus. We don’t want merely the words of Jesus. We want Jesus and that is what we get. The
Father and the Son at home with us. The Holy Spirit. The Advocate. The Helper.
We come to church filled with expectation. We come to church looking for Jesus because, each one of us,
in one way or another, has the conviction that the Risen Christ has been out looking for us. He has come
to us and met us in our need. He has been our advocate. He has come along side us. As in all matters of
faith, Reformed Christians trust that God takes the initiative and seeks us out and finds us.
We knew we were not alone. He was there with us. Our Advocate. The Holy Spirit. At home with us. It is
not every day, but there are we feel like orphans. But in those solitary moments, it happens, Jesus comes.
He makes a home with us days when and we can go on. More than go one. We have new direction and
new purpose. We can thank the Advocate. We are not left orphaned. A living presence. 
As we celebrate Pentecost on June 5 with a stirring service of worship, so we move into a long, growing
season. Those with vegetable gardens will be harvesting a bounty of good things to eat, and all of us can
discover in this season the comfort and challenge of God’s divine companionship. 
Listen to the testimony of the gospel. “I am leaving you. But I will not leave you orphaned. I’m sending
you an Advocate. I’m giving you the Holy Spirit. My Father and I will make a home with you.” Then Jesus
said, “I have told you all this that you might believe.”

A Message From Stephen Williams 

JUSTICE MINISTRY TO HOLD PICNIC AT LAKE MAYER PAVILION
First is part of a city-wide interfaith justice advocacy group called, “JUST,” that will

celebrate the year’s accomplishments at a picnic on Monday, June 13 at 6:30 p.m.  Enjoy
music and fellowship along with a light dinner at no charge.   The organization includes
about 20 houses of worship that includes 17 churches, 2 synagogues and a mosque.  All

are welcome.   Speak to Belinda Walters or Maryanne Hedrick for more information.
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June
1st    Patricia Walton, Alan Williams, Sandy Correa, John Pinholster
2nd   Lindsey Literati, Jo Claire Hickson
3rd   Nan Taylor
5th   Stuart Williams, Jessie Barre, Victoria King
6th   Susan Piros, Caroline DeRosa
7th   Anne Sellers, Donald Stuber, Keir Parrott, Sally Deal, Cole Longley 
8th   Alton Smith 
9th   Megan Blackburn
11th  Janelle Binda
12th  Gay Mayfield
14th  Amelia Tate, Laura Taylor
16th  Betty McArthur
17th  Mary Miller, Jason Somers, Patty Koch
18th  Carter Eagle, Sadie, Charlie, and Bentley Milmine, Collins Esame
20th  Carol Peeples
23rd  Brett Lundy
24th  Sharon Bromley
25th  Sarah Daly
26th  Mandi Lanier, Pascal Binda
27th  Amy Burgett, 
28th  Sally Blaine, Margaret Brooks
30th  LaVerne Glisson

Birthdays
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