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To Be Steadfast and Immovable
BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
In the days after Christmas, I pulled off my bookshelf 'Credo',
a collection of readings from the sermons and books of
William Sloan Coffin, who served as chaplain at Yale and later
as minister of the Riverside Church in New York. One line in
particular caught my attention: “God loves us as we are, but
much too much to leave us there.”
As we begin a New Year, begin in the confidence of God’s
unconditional love. But the New Year comes with a warning—
God will challenge and prod and correct us—such is the
nature of the redemptive love that will not “leave us there.”
Continued on p.2
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A Message From Stephen Williams
NEW MEMBER SERIES will be held on Sundays,
January 9 and 16 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 207.
Led by Jim Baker, the class will discuss
Presbyterian history and theology along with
the particular ministries of our congregation.
New members will be welcomed during the
worship service on January 16.
TO BE STEADFAST AND IMMOVABLE CONTINUED...
Some people fear God’s judgment at the end of their lives. They
forget that they can trust Jesus will be there to meet them with
open arms.
But we should be concerned about God’s judgment in the
present. It is today and not tomorrow that should concern us.
Each day we are tempted. Each day our loyalty and commitment
to God is tested. Each day we are called to live as disciples of
Jesus. Are we following him? Does his love guide and motivate
our actions?
We are loved—but loved too much for God not to care about
whether or not we meet the trials of life. Thus, Paul wrote:
“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always
excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain” 1 Corinthians 15:58.
There are plenty of ways the church can help each of us in the
challenges of the Christian life. We might join the choir and
help lead our worship services or sign up to serve on a church
committee or lend a hand with one of many outreach activities.
May 2022 be a year when we respond to God’s love by being
steadfast and immovable. Let faith, hope and love guide us.

THE FIRST POST

PAGE 02

Christian Education
JANUARY TERM
WHERE HAVE YOU SEEN GOD
AT WORK?
9:30 a.m. Stewart Hall
January 9, 16, 23 and 30
A special series for all adults at First
sharing faith, art, literature, scripture,
mission and life stories. Attend as
many sessions as your schedule
permits. A breakfast will conclude
the series on January 30 at 9:00 a.m.
All are welcome.
This series is offered in place of our
regular adult Sunday School classes.
Jan. 9 Deanie Strength & Dan
Walters
Jan. 16 Marilyn Borst & Michael
Johnson
Jan. 23 Jordan Chase & Gay Mayfield
Jan. 30 Sharon Eswine & Josh Brooks

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE AUTHOR
OF THESE WORDS?
“The goal of the new life is that
God’s children exhibit melody and
harmony in their conduct. What
melody? The song of God’s justice.
What harmony? The harmony
between God’s righteousness and
our obedience.”
a. C.S. Lewis b. John Calvin
c. Mother Teresa d. John Knox
(Answer on page 9)
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Christian Education Continued
Montreat
Youth
Conference
2022

YOUTH GROUP RETURNS
Sunday, January 9
4:45 pm Choir Chimes
5:30 - 7:30 pm Dinner & Youth Group for Junior
Lows (3rd-5th Grade), Junior Highs (6th-8th
grade) and Senior Highs (9th-12th grade)
We will start planning for Youth Sunday which
will be on Sunday, February 13.

CLICK ON THE
IMAGE BELOW
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP

Middle School Mission Trip with Asheville Youth
Mission (rising 6th-completed 8th grade)
Click here for a link to see an overview of the missions
that we can work with in Asheville.
Housing: All ages will stay in rooms of our Montreat
rental home the week of June 5-11.
$100 deposit needed by January 30 - DEADLINE HAS
BEEN EXTENDED! Scholarships will be available.
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Music
Upcoming Music…
January 9
Danny Cohen, soloist
January 16
Deanie Strength, pianist
January 23
Laura Taylor, soloist
McKay Bennett, pianist
January 30
Diane Ricks, soloist

Covid and Choirs….a tough combination!
With Covid cases on the rise again and the Omicron
virus raging, the Chancel choir is once again
choosing to be cautious. For the time being the
choir will not sit or sing in the loft. You may
remember during the early days of Covid that
singers are considered super spreaders. While this is
very frustrating and disappointing for all of us, choir
members felt it was a wise decision. The choir loft
does not provide enough space to adequately social
distance for singing. The choir will continue to watch
the data and in the meantime soloists will lead us in
music. When it’s safer, the chancel choir looks
forward to singing together again.

ART & FAITH COLLABORATIVE
If you attended the 2021 Christmas Eve service you
saw some beautiful new sets created by members
of our new Art + Faith Collaborative. Thanks to
Neel Foster for creating the back drops and the
amazing star. Thanks to Mark Borst for help in
purchasing supplies. Thanks also to Mark and to
Allison Shearouse for setting it up. A special thanks
is given to the star bearer for the service -Alton
Smith.
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Music
ART FAITH MUSIC
We will be offering an Art, Faith and
Music collaborative class for our 3 year
olds to 5th graders beginning on
January 18th. These classes will take
place Tuesday afternoons from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Children will be divided into
two age groups and dinner will be
served. There will be two separate date
offerings, January/February and
March/April so we hope your child can
join us for one or both sessions. For
more information please contact
Susan@savannahfpc.org.

Youth choir chimes will resume
on Sunday, January 9 at 4:45
pm. This ensemble is for youth
in 3rd - 12th grade. Contact
Susan@savannahfpc.org
to signup.
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Music with a Mission update..
Thank you to all the generous individuals who
contributed to the 2022 Music with a Mission
series. This year the committee was looking
forward to three concerts to be presented in
January and February. At the January 4 meeting the
committee decided it was best to reschedule the
three concerts due to the most recent Covid data.
Rest assured concerts will be held at a later date
this year. Once performers have confirmed their
availability the new concert dates will be
announced. The committee thanks you for your
understanding and patience. Committee members
are Margaret Brooks, Ann Tatum, Pam Patterson,
Patty Koch, Danny Cohen, Bryan Stovall, Mark Borst,
Gay Mayfield, and Susan Wilson.
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WONDERFUL
WEDNESDAY
DINNERS AND
PROGRAMS WILL
RESUME IN
FEBRUARY. THIS
MID-WINTER
BREAK HAS BEEN
A PATTERN OF
FIRST’S
SCHEDULING
SINCE 2016.

AFGHAN REFUGEE FORUM
Learn how members of First
can help an Afghan family
settle in Savannah through
Inspiritus, formerly Lutheran
Refugee Services, on Sunday,
January 9 at 12:15 p.m. in the
John Knox Room. Inspiritus
staff associate, Lindsey
Grovenstein, will be the
speaker.
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A SERVICE OF ORDINATION and Installation for new elders will
be held on Sunday, January 9 at 11:00 a.m. The Stated Session
meeting will be held on Monday, January 10 at 7:00 p.m.
A MEETING OF JUST, Justice Unites Savannah Together, will be
held on Monday, January 31 at 6:00 p.m. Those interested in
this interfaith initiative are invited to attend. In-person/online format has not yet been determined.
FIRST WILL SPONSOR FAMILY PROMISE, a ministry to parents
and children who are temporally homeless, the week of
February 6 – 13.
YOUTH SUNDAY IS PLANNED for February 13 at 11:00 a.m.
First’s young people lead worship by offering prayers,
preaching, singing and ushering. It is always a highpoint of the
year!
A 12-SESSION CONFIRMATION COURSE for sixth graders and
older will meet on Sundays, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. beginning
February 27 in the Library. The first class will be held at 9:00
a.m. in Stewart Hall and include a 30-minute orientation for
parents and elder-mentors. The Service of Confirmation will be
on Pentecost, June 5 at 11:00 a.m..

MEN' S BREAKFAST WILL MEET ON MONDAY, JANUARY
17, 7:30 - 8:15 A.M. AT THE HOLLAND HOUSE, 601
EAST 68TH STREET. HOWARD CRAWFORD WILL LEAD
THE STUDY.
MEN' S BOOK STUDY MEETS MONTHLY ON THE THIRD
TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 5:00 P.M. IN STEWART
HALL. THE BOOK FOR JANUARY 18 IS THE POWER
AND THE GLORY BY GRAHAM GREENE. ALL ARE
WELCOME TO ATTEND.
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A State of the Art System
BY ERIC MCMANUS

The next phase of technology upgrades in our
sanctuary has arrived. With our first phase of live
streaming/video integration taken care of, the
element that consistently fell behind was the
ability to control and provide reliably clear audio.
The existing analog system served this church
well for over 25 years. It had exceeded its
anticipated useful life. We sought to improve the
sound quality in the sanctuary while providing a
meaningful worship experience to households
tuning in online. Our old system was struggling
to keep up. The Session enacted a plan to
upgrade our audio to serve our current needs
while keeping an eye on the future. Change starts
at the core, and a large portion of the upgrade is
new infrastructure and rewiring. We need a stateof-the-art system built to last that can grow and
expand as we do. The new system is just that. At
its heart, is a new digital mixer, which may appear
as merely a dazzling array of shiny knobs and
pretty colors. What lies beneath is a powerful,
finely tuned device capable of producing studiograde quality audio. With extensive features and
the capability to expand, this system will further
advance our musical offerings and provide a
more reliable experience to those tuning in from
home. Refinements will continue as we become
more and more familiar with the technology. We
thank everyone for their outpouring of support in
implementing this system. We appreciate the
continued patience of those of you who worship
alongside us despite the challenges. We are also
grateful for the many prayers for this ministry.
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Resolved: Help Grow Our Church in 2022
Pray for our evangelism efforts, and pray specifically for someone you know
who is not attending a church.
Bring an unchurched relative, friend,
neighbor or co-worker to church with you.

Attend the January Term and
invite someone to join you.

Engage another person in a faith-sharing
conversation.

Call inactive church members and
invite them to church.
Make follow-up calls on those who
visit the church.

Be welcoming to
newcomers,
saying, “I don’t
believe we’ve met,
my name
is___________.”

HERE'S AN IDEA FOR THE
NEW YEAR!
The Church Staff will be spending most
of a day in mid-January on a planning
retreat. Contribute your ideas for a new
ministry, a new topic for study, or a new
small group. Click here to let us know
your ideas!
Answer for quiz on page 3: b. John Calvin
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Birthdays
January

1st
Ely Parker
2nd
Sherry Wittkamp
3rd
Cecil Barnes
4th
Michael Carter, Jason Salzer
5th
Michael Deal, Mary Ellen McKee, Michael Brooks, Trennon
Peteranetz
7th
Stephen Szczecinski, Cathy Turbiville
8th
Bobbi Thios
9th
Starr Holland
10th
Sam Bromley
11th
Jim Taylor, Rich Wittish, Stephen Lange, IV
13th
Susan Huggins, Bryan Stovall
16th
George Piros, Tom Alexander
18th
Anne Davis
17th
Will Hensley
19th
Fletcher Gaddy
20th
Chase Literati, Samantha Howard
21st
Jane Howard
22nd
Kathryn Penny, Bobbie Carter, Anita Kirkpatrick, Bill
Sparks, Charlotte von Trapp
23rd
Lynn Kramer, Walt Roberts
24th
Leesa Leverette
26th
Bessie Rice
28th
Carolyn Maassen
29th
John Doyle, Kirchin Weston
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