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The Growing Edge of Faith

This issue:

BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS
The Reformer John Calvin said that the marks of the authentic
church are where the Word is rightly preached and heard, the
sacraments rightly administered, and discipline properly
observed. The biblical basis for that comes from passages
such as Acts 2:42. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.”
Worship is the well from which our common life emerges, the
place where we return each Sunday, if we are to be nurtured
and supported in our Christian discipleship. Worship fortifies
our daily ministries. And the expectation about worship has
less to do about keeping our sanctuary full than with the
pastoral concern to help our members grow in grace. In
worship we come into the transforming presence of Jesus
Christ as he reveals himself in the Word proclaimed and in
the breaking of bread and as we express our praise and
dedicate our lives in his service.
Another essential mark of the church is a commitment to
learn about our faith. Christian education is not an option
but a necessity, a matter of equipping us to live faithfully
in the world. Consequently, our teaching ministry is for all
ages. It starts in the nursery with a level of care and devotion
that reveals God’s love. It moves into the children’s Sunday
school and continues with the confirmation course and youth
choirs and youth fellowship activities. Continued on p.2
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A Message From Stephen Williams
THE GROWING EDGE OF FAITH CONT.
All of this is designed to teach our young people an alternative to
the other gospels preached in every other corner of their lives—the
false gospels that finally prove empty and self-centered. It is about
learning to live with and follow the One who is the way, the truth
and the life. It is about following Jesus and hearing his gospel rather
the distorted messages that come by way of social media. What a
confusing cacophony of competing voices!
Life does not get any easier as we grow older, but simply more
complex. Therefore, we have a comprehensive program of Christian
education where adults can study the Christian faith in one of three
classes on Sundays, can grapple with it in discussion and come back
the next week for another helping. It happens not just on Sunday
morning. There are Bible study circles of Presbyterian Women
meeting once a month. The men also meet once a month for
breakfast and study. We tell new members that one of our
expectations for them is to find a place in our common life where
they can continue to grow in their understanding of what it means
to be a follower of Jesus Christ.
The growth of the early church was no accident. It was God’s work
among them. It is God who awakens our hearts and minds and it is
God who lights a fire that gives us a passion to deepen our
understanding of God’s will and purpose for our lives. As we prepare
to enter the Lenten season, we have the opportunity to examine our
own place in the teaching ministry of this church.
Are we bringing our children to Sunday school and then finding a
class for ourselves? Are we teaching a class, serving as an advisor to
a youth group or volunteering with Extended Session? Are we using
our church library—a handy resource for Bible commentaries and
devotional materials? Are we taking seriously the challenge to
engage in Bible study, explore the history of the church, and learn
the practices of the Christian life? The church has called Allison
Shearouse, our gifted Director of Christian Education, to help each of
us discover how we will develop the growing edge of our faith.

MENUS FOR
WONDERFUL
WEDNESDAYS IN
FEBRUARY

$6/adult; $2/child under 12

February 2 Deep Dish
Spaghetti, Garden Salad,
Green Beans, Garlic Bread
and Cake Slices
February 9 Chicken
Alfredo, Garden Salad,
Broccoli, Dinner Rolls and
Cookie Tray
February 16 Taco Bar
hard and soft shells,
Lettuce, Tomato, Cheese,
Black Beans, Corn and
Cake Slices
February 23 Sausages
with peppers and onions,
Garden Salad, Mixed
Vegetables, Dinner Rolls
and Cake Slices

First will sponsor Family Promise the week of February 613th. We still need help on Saturday, Feb. 12th. Please
contact Emily Salzer emilysalzer@me.com if you can help
this wonderful ministry.
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Christian Education
February 13
Youth Sunday Worship

11 am
"Out of Many, We are One"
Genesis 11:1-9 & Romans 12:3-8
Our young people will lead us in worship through prayers, hymns, songs, skits,
stories and art. Join us!

February 20
Senior Highs & Mission Gathering

5:30-7:30 pm at Imlay House
We'll eat pizza and create blessing bags for those in need in our community. Click
here to sign up if you are able to help provide items to create these bags.

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
FOR
CHILDREN
AND YOUTH

Come join us! We will focus on our
theme in February, Practice Joy.
3's-5's Room 8
1st & 2nd Grade Room 202
3rd-5th Grade Room 221
6th-12th Grade Room 212
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Christian Education Continued
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 A.M.

We have three classes and would encourage all
adults to join one.
Covenant/Fidelis Class meets in Room 115
Led by Bob Morgan and will study, “Galatians and
the Fruits of the Spirit.”
Sojourners Class meets in Room 209
Led by Howard Crawford, the class will study "The
Gospel of Luke" with a resource from Max Lucado.
Timothy Class meets in Imlay House
Led by Eric McManus, the class will use FaithLens
to study lectionary scriptures and connect with
faith and daily life.

SPECIAL YOUTH GROUP EVENT
Super Bowl Party
February 13 6-8pm
Junior & Senior Highs, 6th-12th
graders, will meet to watch the first
half of the Super Bowl on Sunday,
Feb. 13 at the McManus Home.
Dinner will be served. The address is
723 East 36th Street.
Also, any youth that would like to
come over directly after church we
will be playing board games & video
games throughout the afternoon.

February Youth Group
February 6 & 27
Junior Lows (3rd-5th), Junior Highs
(6th-8th), and Senior Highs (9th-12)
Regular Schedule
4:45 pm Youth Choir Chimes
5:30-7:30 pm Dinner & Youth Group
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Music Ministry
Upcoming Worship Music…
February 6
Deanie Strength & Susan Wilson,
Piano Duets
February 13
Fletcher Gaddy, violinist
Robinson Norman, pianist
Laura Taylor, soloist
Campbell Salzer, pianist
Youth Choir Chimes
February 20
Jason, Griffin, and Grey Salzer
February 27
Children sing

Chancel Choir Notes

Wasn’t it wonderful having the
chancel choir singing during
December as we observed Advent
and Christmas? Sadly, after the
holidays, Covid numbers surged
again. Covid and choirs don’t mix
well together, especially for
singing. The choir misses singing
and will be back once the Covid
data shows it is safe to do so. In
the meantime we are so very
grateful for our soloists and
instrumentalists.

ART + FAITH COLLABORATIVE
The newly formed Art + Faith Collaborative, a group of church members dedicated to
using art in the service of the sacred at First Presbyterian Church, met last week via
Zoom. The group engaged in a time of reflection and a discussion of the book Art
+Faith/A Theology of Making, by Makoto Fujimura. Fujimura is a Christian artist who
believes the creative impulse within us is the spark of the Holy Spirit, and that “all art
points to the voice of God’s abundance speaking into our parched souls.” The group also
explored a variety of initiatives pertaining to Lent, Easter, and Pentecost, and a just-forfun intergenerational event we can’t wait to tell you more about. If you are interested in
knowing more about the Art + Faith Collaborative, please contact Mark Borst at
markwborst@icloud.com. We’d love to have you join us.
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Music Ministry Continued
ART FAITH MUSIC
Art, Faith and Music collaborative
classes continue in February for our 3
year olds to 5th graders. These classes
are Tuesday afternoons from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Children are divided into two
age groups and snacks are served. There
will be two separate date offerings,
January/February and March/April so we
hope your child can join us for one or
both sessions. For more information
please contact Susan@savannahfpc.org.

The annual talent/variety show
returns this year and you are invited
to participate! Young or old are
invited to share talents. Do you play
the harmonica? Do you sing or
dance? Do you do stand up
comedy? Do you play the spoons?
Regardless we want you! Contact
susan@savannahfpc.org to sign up.

Music with a Mission
The Music with a Mission committee thanks all the generous donors who
contributed to the 2022 season. Concerts will take place in the fall and
we have a fabulous line up of diverse offerings which will include jazz,
Broadway, and a guest choir. It’s not too late to contribute. If interested
please reach out to susan@savannahfpc.org.
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Confirmation Class 2022
CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
27

A three-month course of study will begin on Sunday,
February 27 at 9:00 a.m. in Stewart Hall with a thirty-minute
orientation program for confirmands, parents and eldermentors. The first class will be held at 9:30 a.m. in the
library and a commissioning service for confirmands and
elder-mentors will be part of worship at 11:00 a.m.

The course will use the Presbyterian “We
Believe” curriculum and will be taught by
the minister along with occasional
substitute teachers. The course is for sixth
graders and any other middle school
students who have not yet been
confirmed. Elder-mentors assigned from
the Session will also meet with individual
confirmands throughout the course. The
class will meet with the Session on May 23
and then be welcomed into full church
membership at a Service of Confirmation
during worship on Pentecost, June 5.
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TOUR THE BEACH
INSTITUTE

Plan to depart the church on
Sunday, February. 6 at 12:15 p.m.
in the shuttle bus after a light
snack in Stewart Hall. Tour
exhibits led by the director,
Jonathan Winbush, and learn
about the Beach Institute, the
first official school for African
Americans in Savannah built in
1867. Admission is free. Email
judith@savannahfpc.org to
reserve a place.

“Worship Service for Ash Wednesday” on March 2 at 6:30 p.m. with
Butler Memorial Presbyterian Church held in First’s sanctuary. The
forty-minute service will include the imposition of ashes.
LEARN ABOUT MINISTRY IN INDONESIA ON
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Click Image For Details
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Since 2005, our congregation has had a mission partnership
with Farsijana and Bernard Adeney, Presbyterian mission coworkers serving in Indonesia. While on home furlough they
have led First’s annual Mission Emphasis a couple of times.
They also send us occasional updates on their service. The
Mission Committee is hosting a Zoom with Farsijana Adeney on
Sunday, February 2 at 8:30 a.m. in Stewart Hall. If you prefer,
email Judith@savannahfpc.org for the Zoom link and you can
join us from your home.
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A State of the Art System
BY ERIC MCMANUS

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY
PROGRAMS INVITE YOUR
PARTICIPATION

6:45 – 7:30 p.m. in Stewart Hall
(A buffet dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.)
February 2
“What’s New at America’s Second
Harvest of Coastal Georgia?” will outline
several far-reaching initiatives to
address the need of people who are
hungry in our region.
February 9
“Savannah’s New Arena and the Canal
District: Where We Are and Where We
Are Going” led by Nick Palumbo, City
Council Alderman for District 2.
February 16
“A Sweetheart of a Variety Show” will
showcase the abundant talent of young
and old.
February 23
“Criminal Justice and Cashless Bail”
presented by Rachel Hodes, Lead
Organizer of JUST, and Todd Martin, Chief
Public Defender, Chatham County.
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“Pancakes & Jazz”
Shrove Tuesday, March 1 at 6:00 p.m. in
Stewart Hall. In New Orleans it’s called
Mardi Gras or “Fat Tuesday” when the
tradition of fasting during Lent meant
emptying the pantry of all butter and
sweets before the season begins. The
Savannah Arts Academy Skylite Jazz Band
directed by Bryan Agan will delight us with
the music of Dixieland while a volunteer
crew of young men will prepare a bounty
of buttermilk pancakes, scrambled eggs
and sausage. $6/adult; $2/child under 12.
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Welcome & Birthdays
FEBRUARY
2nd
3rd
5th
7th
8th
9th
10th
15th
16th
17th
21st
22nd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

Paul Pressly, Taylor McMasters, Lynn Odom,
Carol Ann Stovall
Colby Longley
Susan Wenzlick, Janet Yon
Cindy Cupp
Randy Bolinger
Robinson Norman, Maebel Schott
Jocelyn Johnson
Valor Peteranetz, Wali Kareem
Charles Hodge, Amelia Taylor,
Jacque Jouffrault
Belinda Walters
David Hodge
Mary Eckwall, MaeRose Ryan
Larry Koch
Lee Ann Somers
Judith Buckeridge
Grey Salzer, Griffin Salzer
Ann Glendenning
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