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Coming Home For Holy Week
BY STEPHEN WILLIAMS

How this season tugs on the heart and pulls people back into
the orbit of the church! What is it about Easter that compels
us to stand on tiptoe of expectation as we sing, “Jesus Christ
is Risen Today”? Why does this season stand so outside the
mainstream culture? In contrast to Christmas, Christians
pretty much have Easter all to ourselves. Besides a few
bunnies, the shopping malls are not decorated for Easter and
radio stations do not fill the airwaves with Easter music. This
is preeminently a religious holiday that speaks to the deepest
yearnings of the heart.
In the death and resurrection of Christ, God makes sure that
evil cannot win, and the power of death over our lives is
defeated. God places human life forever in an eternal
framework. Here is the antidote to the jaded attitudes of our
day. The Apostle Paul understood this pessimism and thus
concluded his great statement about the resurrection in 1
Corinthians 15: “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast,
immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because
you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
We are bombarded from all sides by brokenness and
suffering. The evening news brings the devastation in Ukraine
into our living rooms. It is easy to feel there is nothing we
can do to change things. In addition, Calvinists know that
often the most tenacious foe is in our own hearts.
Continued on P2
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A Message From Stephen Williams
It is hard to escape defeat at the hands of temptations
that come at us. We struggle to do what is right and
often fail. Our hope lies in God whose grace and power
will see us through if we labor by faith in Jesus Christ.
In this faith is the source of encouragement for all
parents who take seriously the rearing of their children.
We do what we can but are conscious of how feeble our
efforts can be. It is a different matter entirely when we
remember that God entrusts us with this high task and
God’s Spirit fortifies our parenting. Indeed, the baptismal
vow includes the profound instruction, “in dependence
upon the grace of God.”
In this faith is the foundation of hope for all who seek to
serve their neighbor. It is not easy helping other people.
We can get discouraged and begin to feel overwhelmed.
It is a different matter if we trust that God loves those
we seek to serve and is working through us and in them.
We can do our best and trust the results to God.
In this faith is the confidence that God can heal the
deepest wounds. It is God who changes lives and
redeems people. In Christ, God is committed to these
things. We can rejoice in that hope. So everyone is
invited to come home for Holy Week. Attend the various
worship services of the church that begin with the
“Hosannas” of Palm Sunday and culminate with the
shouts of “He is Risen Indeed!” on Easter. For all who
seek to be and to do good, the crucifixion and
resurrection of Christ are God’s assurance that their
labors in the Lord cannot be lost.

Coming Home For Holy Week
Continued...

JUSTICE GATHERING TO BE HELD AT FIRST
A J.U.S.T. Rally will be held on Monday, April 4 at 7:00 p.m. in First' s sanctuary. This
interfaith and interracial group of 18 churches, 2 synagogues and a mosque advocates
for social justice. Current issues relate to affordable housing and the criminalization of
poverty. For more information email belindapwalters@gmail.com.
Everyone is invited.
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Holy Week
The Ardsley Park and
First Easter Egg Hunt

CHILDREN' S SERVICE
The service will be held
on Easter Sunday at
10:00am in Stewart Hall.
Children will decorate
the Easter Cross with
flowers. Easter
Breakfast will follow at
10:20am. Contact Allison
Shearouse for more
information and to get
involved!

Please bring in one dozen candy filled
eggs per child. Are you willing to help?
Please contact Allison Shearouse.
Please join us at Tiedeman Park 10am
on Saturday, April 9th as our kids hunt
for eggs! One thing you won’t have to
hunt for is coffee and donuts, along
with some juice and milk for the little
ones.
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Christian Education
Asheville Youth Mission

Contact Allison Shearouse for More
Information

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS AT 9:30 A.M.

Covenant/Fidelis Class ~ Room 115

Taught By Bob Morgan
“Galatians and the Fruits of the Spirit”

Sojourners Class ~ Room 209
Taught by Howard Crawford
"The Gospel of Luke" resources from Max Lucado
Timothy Class ~ Imlay House
Taught by Eric McManus
FaithLens to study lectionary scriptures and connect
with faith and daily life.

APRIL YOUTH GROUP
Junior Lows, Junior Highs &
Senior Highs
Regular Schedule for April 3,
10 and 24
No Youth Group due to Easter
April 17
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Email Allison To Volunteer
for VBS!
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Music Ministry
Upcoming Worship Music
April 3
Adult Handbell Choir Rings
April 10 Palm Sunday
Taylor Yarbrough, Trumpeter
Children’s Choirs Sing
April 14 Maundy Thursday
Chancel Choir Sings
April 15 Good Friday
Quintet Sings
April 17 Easter
Category V Brass
Chancel Choir
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Upcoming Events
Beach Party Planned for Confirmation Class
A Day of Service and Fellowship
Meet at the church on Saturday, April 9 at 10 a.m. for an hour lending a hand at the
annual Spring Clean- Up morning. Depart the church in the shuttle bus at 11 a.m. for
The Fresh Air Home at Tybee Island.
Enjoy lunch and an afternoon at the beach.
The Fresh Air Home has restrooms and
showers. Plan to depart at 3 p.m. and return to
the church. Confirmands and Elder-Mentors
are invited. Email Judith@savannahfpc.org to
make reservations.

Sponsored by the Property Committee,
all skill levels are invited to spruce
up the building and grounds by
spreading pine straw, washing
windows, painting and polishing.
Indoors and out, rain or shine
everyone can help prepare the campus
for Holy Week.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE STATED SESSION MEETING
The Session gathered in the Sanctuary on Monday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m. for study and prayer
led by Robert Bennett who talked about Beethoven’s "Ode to Joy", part of the Ninth
Symphony. Henry Van Dyck used the tune for the beloved hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore
Thee.” The study topic this year is, “A Favorite Hymn: The Tune, the Words, the History."
Committees gave their reports including plans for Holy Week, and the financial statement
through February where overall income was $131,994 against expenses of $112,088. The
Session invited Brian Childs to preach on Sunday, June 19. A benediction was offered and
lights turned out at 8:00 p.m.
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Upcoming Events
GAME NIGHT!
We need your help! Please click
on this link (or the image) to
answer a few questions! We
promise it won' t take long and
you will laugh while doing it!

UKRAINIAN REFUGEE CRISIS ZOOM

Ellen Smith, mission co-worker serving as liaison with churches in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,
and Poland, will hold a Zoom meeting on Sunday, April 3 at 5:00 p.m. in Imlay House. Her
program, "Ukraine & Russia as Brothers and Sisters in Christ: What Happened?" is sponsored
by the Mission Committee.
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE ZOOM CALL

The Annual Church Picnic
Come one and all to the annual
church picnic Sunday, April 24 at
Noon. There will be games for
children, delicious grilled food and
wonderful fellowship. $6 for
adults/$2 for children
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Upcoming Events
SHARE YOUR GIFTS FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One
Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with people experiencing need. Our gifts
support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and
community development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives and work
together to strengthen their families and communities. Recognizing that the hope we
have in Christ is lived out in our hope for one another, we respond with gifts that help
people around the world find the hope for a brighter future. The Presbyterian Hunger
Program receives 36% of undesignated One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while the SelfDevelopment of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receive 32%. The
offering will be received on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Please be generous.

Women's Retreat

For Details Click on the Image

The Men's Book Club
Join the Men' s Book
Club on the Third
Tuesday of each month
at 5:30 p.m. in the John
Knox Room. The next
meeting will be Tuesday,
April 19 at 5:30 p.m. in
John Knox to discuss
the non-fiction book
"The Other Dr. Gilmer"
by Benjamin Gilmer. We
meet for one hour and
all are welcome to
attend.
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Other Happenings
Interview With The Session
Mark Borst & Whitney Peteranetz

Savannah Presbytery Summer
Camp 2022
For Details Click on the Image

Pilgrimage to Montgomery, AL
For Details Click on the Image

Click on the Order Form, Print, and
Return to Judith
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Other Happenings
A Wing and A Prayer

Please Return Your Cranes and There Will
Be a Crane Making Party Soon!

Women's Retreat
at Montreat Conference Center
August 12-14, 2022

These days, we feel all out of sorts in all sorts of ways:
physically, emotionally, spiritually, relationally. And yet, God
claims us for wholehearted living with wholehearted faith.
Come join us as we explore together what it means to be
Claimed for More: more joy, more beauty, more community,
more peace.
Women’s Connection 2022 will be a time for women to
connect with old and new friends, a time to care for yourself;
a time for space and Sabbath. As in years past, we will do this
together through powerful and authentic worship led by
women, space for honest and faithful conversation, and
allowing time for discernment and renewing rest. Our hope is
you will experience spiritual nourishment, inspiration, and
discernment.
For more information about the retreat please click here. Lisa
Bennett has generously offered their Montreat home for the
women's retreat. If you are interested in staying there, please
contact Allison Shearouse.

Endowment Supports Ministries at First

Did you know that the annual Foote Lecture Series is largely funded by the income from an
endowment fund established several years ago for that purpose? The overall endowment policy is to
use 4% of the 3-year average of a particular fund. Since the Foote endowment has a balance of
about $12,000 this provides about $480 each year for honorarium and related expenses. Some
endowments funds have designated purposes, but many others such as the Leintz Family Fund by
the donors’ wish support the general operating expenses of the church. Overall, the ministry and
mission of the church benefits from endowment funds totally over $1.2 million. If you want to learn
more about establishing an endowment fund or including the church in your estate plans, please
speak to Myra Hill, chair of First’s Endowment Committee.
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Mission At A Glance
PCUSA MISSIONARIES

For more than twenty
years, First has been
supporting the work of
PCUSA mission co-workers,
Farsijana and Bernard
Adeney, who serve in
Indonesia. Bernie and
Farsijana have led our
annual Mission Emphasis
in early October a couple
of times when they have
been on home furlough
and more recently Bernie
has retired. Here is the
link to Farsijana’ s most
recent mission letter:
Presbyterian Mission
Agency Farsijana AdeneyRisakotta | Presbyterian
Mission Agency
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Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather
Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather serve the
denomination in South Sudan and have
visited First two or three times. With the
dangerous upheaval in South Sudan the
focus of their work has shifted to refugees
living in Uganda. For the past three years,
Shelvis has been enrolled in a PhD program
at Oxford so the family relocated to Great
Britain. Nancy and the children returned to
the U.S. during Covid while Shelvis
continues his studies along with traveling to
Uganda refugee camps. Here is an update on
their work: Presbyterian Mission Agency
Shelvis & Nancy Smith-MatherWorking
Towards a Dream: A Faith-Inspired
Reflection on the Beloved Community |
Presbyterian Mission Agency
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Mission At A Glance
The Outlook Foundation

Marilyn Borst, a member of First, serves The
Outreach Foundation in partnership
development. She recently led a mission
team to visit churches in Egypt. Here is the
link to the blog account written on the last
day of the 2-week trip: Egypt #7 - All Good
Things Must Come to an End — The
Outreach Foundation

The Family From Afghanistan

Five members of First recently visited in the southside
apartment of the Afghan family our church is sponsoring:
Lisa Bennett, Nan Taylor, Sally Blaine, and Rich and Linda
Wittish. What a delightful family! The language barrier was
a bit of a challenge, but we all learned to use Google
Translate. The father is working as a carpenter and taking
English classes at Savannah Tech. The mother prepared a
beautiful spread of fresh and dried fruits and nuts and
served the most delicious tea. The beautiful daughters, age
5 and 6, are enrolled at Windsor Forest Elementary; and the
baby, 4 months old, is so adorable. When asked what they
need to complete their apartment furnishings, all they
mentioned was a coffee table. They can also use diapers
(size 2) and other baby products. If you can help with these
items, please let Linda Wittish know.
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Monteflores Presbyterian

One of First’ s newest ties is
with the Monteflores
Presbyterian Church in San
Juan, Puerto Rico. Before
Covid, First sent two adult
groups and one youth team
to Monteflores where they
worked closely with
churches to address damage
from Hurricane Maria. First
has also hosted young adult
leaders from San Juan in
Savannah and later the
Monteflores minister and
her family spent the week
after Christmas in Imlay
House. Monteflores
partners with Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance to
coordinate relief efforts.
Here is a link to their latest
newsletter.
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Birthdays
April
2nd
4th
5th
6th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
17th
18th
19th
21st
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

Melissa Cobbs
David Hodge, Kim Rowden
Lyle Mackenzie, Tom Taylor
Thomas Snipes
Margaret Kramer Clark, Susan Wilson
Kathy Avant
Larry Stuber, Boyd Stanley
Sharon Eswine
Peter Nelsen, Piper Lanier
John Tatum, Elliot Chase
Brian DeRosa, Alison Larrousse
Brad Literati, Rebecca Ruhan, Piper Lanier
Linda Barnes, Scarlett Lange
Jackson Chase
Zachary Literati
Beck Turbiville
Fitz Hiltzheimer
Zoë Williams, Monica McMasters, Barbara Johnson
William Szczecinski
Bertha Rogers, Benjamin Jouffrault
Rozella Rimes
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