SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY

11:00 a.m.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
March 13, 2022

 “Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God 

of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.”  Psalm 25:5
CHIMING OF THE HOUR                                                                                        Neel Foster
PRELUDE                                                   Pastorale                                            Charles Wesley

                                                             Erika Andres, flutist 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                    Ellen Tate
     Leader:             May we find courage here.
     Congregation:  Courage to follow our call, courage to live out our faith.

     Leader:             May we find hope here.

     Congregation:  Hope for a better world, hope that refuses to let us go.

     Leader:             May we find truth here.

     Congregation:  Truth that lives in sacred community, trust that lives in ancient stories. 

     Leader:             May we find all that we seek. 
     Congregation   And in our seeking, may we know God.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION                                                                                   Jenell Griffith
*HYMN
                                                         No. 305                              Tune: DARWALL’S 148TH
                                                       Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!
  CONFESSION OF SIN
                                                                                             Maggie McManus

Merciful God, we admit that often we tuck our faith into our pockets, hiding in a place of comfort rather than proudly declaring: yes, we are Christian, yes, we believe, yes, this faith has changed me. We are so afraid of offending others or embarrassing ourselves that we have established rules: no faith at the dinner table, no faith in politics, no faith with strangers. Forgive us for whispering when we could be singing. Forgive us for staying quiet when we could be part of rewriting the narrative. We want to be brave through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
KYRIE
                                                                                                                           (see insert)

DECLARATION OF PARDON                                                                                Sally Blaine

*GLORIA 
                                                                                                                            No. 439
O my soul, bless your Redeemer; all within me bless God’s name;
bless the Savior, and forget not all God’s mercies to proclaim.
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH                                       Allison Johnson


 
(Please sign and pass the Friendship Registers at this time.)

INVITATION TO THE CHILDREN
                                                              Allison Shearouse

ANTHEM                                Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                           Hal H. Hopson


                                                               
  UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
                                                        Emily Slazer      

Creating and loving God, as we read your Word together, may we allow it to read us. As we enter into your story, may we understand our own stories with more clarity and wisdom. Help us to remember that you have always worked through the lives of ordinary women and men, with all their faults and failings- people like us. We bring our ordinary lives before you today. Transform our expectations, so that as we study stories of the past, we may be open to your extraordinary future. Amen.
RESPONSIVE READING  (PSALM 27)                                                      Whitney Peteranetz
   Leader:           The  Lord is  my light. The Lord  surrounds  me  like a  warm, familiar  quilt, in 
                           layers of grace.  

   Congregation: Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the sturdy foundation and the roof over my head.
   Leader:            I am not afraid. When the world is at its worst – when grief clings to my bones,

   Congregation: when fear eats at my confidence, when loneliness moves into my house.
   Leader:            God sets the table, turns on the lights, and invites me to dance.

   Congregation:  So even though there are days that feel like too much to bear, I know – I am not

                            alone.

   Leader:             So I ask the Lord, I seek and I pray – 

   Congregation:  Let me live in your house all of my days.
   All:                   Thanks be to God. 
SCRIPTURE READING                          Esther 4:9-16                                                  Page 447
SERMON                                        “For Such a Time as This”                                Marilyn Borst
“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise
 from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you                   have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14                            
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed                                  Charlotte Keenoy 
       
                                                                       
   *HYMN
                                                         No. 733                           Tune: ES FLOG EIN KLEINS


                                                       We All Are One in Mission                         WALDVOGELEIN
  PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)                                      Linda Barnes

Linda Barnes





*HYMN
                    No. 761                                             Tune: BEECHER                   

                                                    Called As Partners in Christ’s Service
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                       Marilyn Borst 
*POSTLUDE
                                                Gavotte                                               Samuel Wesley

*Congregation please stand.

CHIMING OF THE HOUR marks the beginning of the Lord’s Day service. The prelude is a          time for quiet preparation and private prayer as the congregation prepares to worship God.
PREACHING is Marilyn Borst, an elder and Associate Director for Partnership Development of the Outreach Foundation. She works with churches around the United States to help discern God’s call to global engagement while connecting the work alongside the Global Church in Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Middle East. Marilyn holds a B.A. in Classical Studies from Calvin College, an M.A. in Art History from Michigan State University, and an M.A. in Theology from St. Thomas University.  She and her husband Mark are members of First. 
 
CHANCEL AND NARTHEX FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of First’s women. The arrangements were designed by Margaret Brooks and Claire Williams.  

BULLETIN COVER designed by Tessa Parker. “Esther in Prayerful Devotion,” is a white charcoal drawing that references Esther in the time of her fasting when she is preparing to speak to the king on behalf of the Jews. She is in a position of prayer and thoughtful devotion. Tessa imagined this is how Esther would feel by putting her own life on the line to protect the Jewish people. 

GREETER: Ann Tatum…USHERS: Melissa Lee; head usher, Emily Foley, Pam Patterson, Pam Daly, Rosie Donnelly, and Linda Wittish…ACOLYTE: Ruth McManus… EXTENDED SESSION TEACHERS: Emily Salzer, Kimberly Price, Braiden Peteranetz, and Trennon Peteranetz.

BRUNCH AFTER THE SERVICE today is a church-wide event honoring First’s women and is prepared by Michael Johnson, Jason Salzer, Will Schriefer, and Jay Peteranetz.  Everyone is invited.  $6/adult, $2/child under 12.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY Throughout the world people are recognizing the historical, cultural, and political achievements of women. This is a day to celebrate the women of First. The life of this congregation is enriched by the generosity, creativity, and hard work of these women. All women are welcome to participate in the circles. Jubilee Circle meets the second Tuesday morning of each month.  Grace and Joy Circle meets the first Thursday evening of each month. Agape Circle meets the third Thursday evening of each month. For more information contact Allison Johnson, PW Moderator.    
