  Christmas Eve

Candlelight and Carol Service
6:00 p.m.

December 24, 2021
  PRELUDE
Music of Christmas
 
Carver Blanchard, lutenist

Away in a Manger
 Adrian Mann
Once in Royal David’s City
Fletcher Gaddy, violinist


What Child is This
 
Daniel Cohen, soloist
*CALL TO WORSHIP

*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL

No. 133
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come, and behold him,
Born the King of angels!

Refrain

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels;
Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God,
All glory in the highest!

Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing!

Refrain

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

CONFESSION OF SIN
Almighty God, who sent your Son to earth to be born in a shed, lit by a star that only the wise could see, sung by angels that only the humble could hear; forgive us the folly of celebrating his coming with empty busyness and cheap display.  May we not be so crowded with the noise and clutter of the inn as to find no room to lodge him who comes to the quiet and waiting heart, as to a mother in the stillness of the night. Amen.

DECLARATION OF PARDON
*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL

No. 113
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

NATIVITY TABLEAU
*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL

No. 115
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
  THE CHRISTMAS LESSONS
  
“God announces that the Seed of Woman will bruise the Serpent’s Head”
Joshua Brooks
Genesis 3:8-15


Congregation:
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,



he is Alpha and Omega; he the source, the ending he,



of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,



evermore and evermore!
“The Peace that Christ will bring is Foreshown”
Elizabeth Longley
Isaiah 11:1-9


Congregation:
By his Word was all created; he commanded; it was done:




heaven and earth and depths of ocean, universe of three in one,



all that sees the moon’s soft shining, all that breathes beneath the sun,



evermore and evermore!
“Luke tells of the Birth of Jesus”

Pascal Binda


Luke 2:1-7


Congregation:
O, that birth forever blessed when the virgin, full of grace,



by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,


and the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face,



evermore and evermore!
“The Shepherds go to the Manger”

Dana Smith
Luke 2:8-16


Congregation:
O ye heights of heaven, adore him.  Angel hosts, his praises sing.



Powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King.



Let no tongue on earth be silent; every voice in concert ring,



evermore and evermore!
“John unfolds the Great Mystery of the Incarnation”
Fitzhugh Hiltzheimer, IV
John 1:1-14


Congregation:
Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,



hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be.


Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 
                                evermore and evermore! Amen.
  MEDITATION
“We’re All Invited to Supper”
Dr. Williams

  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.    Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”   Matthew 11:28-29
  THE PRAYERS

  ANTHEM
What is This Lovely Fragrance
Hal H. Hopson
Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir
*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
No. 121
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by.

Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION


Invitation to the Lord’s Table


Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

   
 Minister:
The Lord be with you.



  People:
And also with you.


 Minister:
Lift up your hearts.



  People:
We lift them to the Lord.


 Minister:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


  People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.


The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)

  Communion of the People

Communion Anthem
Carols Around
Carl J. Nygard, Jr.
Chancel Choir

Prayer



 Minister:
Bless the Lord, O my soul,



  People:
And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!


 Minister:
Bless the Lord, O my soul,



  People:
And forget not all God’s benefits.
*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL

No. 122
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright

’Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;

With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born.

*BENEDICTION

*SENDING CAROL



No. 134
(Beginning with the front pews, please follow the choir from the sanctuary using the outside and center aisles while singing “Joy to the World”)

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,

And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
*Congregation please stand.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES are college students: Jessie Barre, Thomas Snipes, Elizabeth Sevier, Will Snipes, Magee Roe, and Olivia Roe.
HANDBELL RINGERS are Neel Foster, Joseph McArthur, Betty McArthur, Tessa Parker, Deanie Strength.
STAFF PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE: Dr. Stephen Williams, Minister; Ms. Allison Shearouse, Director of Christian Education;  Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music and Organist. 

NATIVITY TABLEAU
Mary

Ryleigh Parker
Joseph

Campbell Salzer
Gabriel
Trennon Peteranetz
Animals

Collier McManus, Cole Longley, Valor Peteranetz

Shepherds

Jane Howard, Ely Parker, Carter McRae
Innkeeper

Edie Chase
Wisemen

Noble Peteranetz, Grey Salzer, Will Shearouse
King Herod

Griffin Salzer
Star Bearer
Alton Smith
Angels

Millie Grace Longley, Claire Lundy, Samantha Howard, Cadence Oman,
Daylin Peteranetz, Ruth McManus, Pascal Binda, Jr., Tiana Binda, Cal Lundy, 
Penelope McRae, Aspen Peteranetz

Narrators

Braiden Peteranetz, Jackson Chase, Turner Chase, Lena Anne Smith, Kathryn Parrish

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERS: Emily Salzer, Jordan Chase, Ben Parker, Neal Foster, Don Stuber, Mark Borst, Chap Shearouse, Whitney Peteranetz.
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE, the congregation is invited to a reception in Stewart Hall hosted by Presbyterian Women.  Special thanks to the members of Congregation Mickve Israel for staffing the nursery for preschool age children. Ushers: Dan Walters, head usher; Howard Crawford, Belinda Walters, Colby Longley. Thanks to Neel Foster for arranging the luminaries on the plaza.  
