I8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 27, 2026 | 11:00 AM

SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A geywcmﬁﬂmﬁi in The (7ily. gmw 182 F

Children of all ages are always welcome in worship, and worship bags are available in the narthex, front
pews, and balcony. Nursery care (infants—age 2) is available in Room 8 (through the door near the
baptismal font), and participating children ages 3 through Sth grade will be guided to their Extended
Session and Children’s Worship classrooms following the Time with Children. To our FPC family, God
put the wiggle in children—please welcome them with a warm smile and a word of encouragement!




Text in bold is spoken by all.
An asterisk (*) indicates all should stand if able.

THE GATHERING

PRELUDE
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson
CHORAL INTROIT Come and Worship Karen Marrolli (b. 1975)
PRAYER OF THE DAY Katy Keyes
*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 78.4, 12-16 Clarie Bennett
We will not hide them from their He split rocks open in the
children; we will tell to the comin wilderness and gave them drink
generation the glorious deeds of the abundantly as f%om the deep.
Lord and his might and the wonders He made streams come out of the
that he has done. rock and caused waters to flow
In the sight of their ancestors he down like rivers.
worked marvels in the land of Let us give thanks and worship
Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. our Lord!

He divided the sea and let them pass
through it and made the waters stand
like a heap.

In the daytime he led them with a
cloud and all night long with a
fiery light.

*HYMN 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(Silent Confession)
Loving God, you have crafted us to reflect your light-filled countenance. But we
have disfigured your beauty by our anger, our frustration, our selfishness, and
our impatience. You have imbued us with kind and hopeful natures, but we have
corrupted them when we complain and criticize and disbelieve. Forgive us, have

mercy on us, and help us to change so we may be more like you. Amen.
inspired by Exodus 17.1-7, Matthew 21.23-32

KYRIE

Mass for St. Luke’s

Mark Schweizer
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*GLORIA PATRI 581

Glory be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Cy.

GREATOREX



WORDS OF PEACE

TIME WITH CHILDREN

HYMN Praise Him, All Ye Little Children BONNER

v. 1 Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children, God is love, God is love.
v. 2 Serve Him, serve Him, all ye little children, God is love, God is love.

Children kindergarten and younger may go to the Preschool for Extended Session after the
children’s sermon. First through fifth graders are invited to a special time of worship in the
Jobn Knox Room, returning during the Affirmation of Faith. Worship bags are also
available in the narthex to belp children engage in the service.

MINUTE FOR MISSION Union Mission Dan Walters
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) Katy Keyes

Reveal yourself to us in a new way, holy God, so we may be transformed in the
hearing of your word. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 17.1-7 NRSV
HYMN 438 Rock of Ages TOPLADY
SECOND READING Matthew 21.23-32 NRSV

SERMON We Are Exalted Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

You, O God, are supreme and holy. You create our world and give us life. Your
pul;{)ose overarches everything we do. You have always been with us. You are
God. You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. You came
to us before we came to you. You have revealed and proved your love for us in
Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose again. You are with us now. You are
God. You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to be your gospel in the
world. You reconcile and heaﬁ you overcome death. You are our God. We
worship you.

A New Zealand Prayer Book
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Let this mind be in you Craig Courtney
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION & THE LORD’S PRAYER Katy Keyes

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SENDING

*HYMN 462 I Love to Tell the Story HANKEY
*BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson
POSTLUDE

Sanctuary Flowers offered to the Glory of God by Richard Gilpin in
loving memory of Kathie Gilpin
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Celebrating 200 Years: Share Your FPC Memories!

Planning is officially underway for the Bicentennial Celebration of First

Presbyterian Church! As we prepare to honor our rich history since our

founding in 1827, we want to look back at the moments, milestones, and
friendly faces that have shaped our congregation over the last two centuries.

Do Eou have historic photos of the church, old event pictures, or treasured

keepsakes from times past? We’d love for you to share them with us! Please email

your photos and memories to communications@savannahfpc.org to help us
piece together our story for this incredible 200-year milestone.

All are invited

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 | 12:15 PM

Reception for Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson

Join us as we celebrate Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson and give thanks for her year of faithful
ministry, leadership, and service at First Presbyterian. Let’s gather to share our
appreciation and wish her abundant blessings on the next step of her journey!

Notice of Filming & Photography: By entering these premises, you grant First Presbyterian Church

permission to use your likeness in photographs, videos, or digital media in any and all of its publications.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY Sunday, October 4, we gather around the Lord’s
Table for World Communion Sunday. Please Eray for this special ministgy and plan your
geneéous offering to support global peacemaking and reconciliation efforts around the
world.

SUNDAY MORNINGS FOR ALL AGES Sundays at 9:30 am begin with a new year of
faith formation. Children are gathering for a special 6-week “Sounds of Joy” music program
in our Children/Youth Music Room upstairs.
Youth are gathering in Room 212 for Faith Lab, exploring faith in real life using a series of
uestions paired with music, movies, tv, short videos and more.
%Ve have 4 offerings for Adults. Covenant Class, continues their study of Love Your Neighbor
by Katherine M Douglas and Brittany M. Tauseen led by Bob Morgan in Room 115.
Sojourners Class, Jesus” Vision {07 Your One Wild and Precious Life by Mike Graves led by
Peter Foley in the John Knox Room. Timothy Class, “Working Preacﬁer” for guiding their
Lectionary Study led by Eric McManus in Imlay House. Women’s Study will meet weekly
for their 6 week session (September 13-October 18) led by Raven Herrington and Cara
?chl(l)sser in the Hospitality Room (upstairs). Every person has a unique place in God's
amily.

REFUGEE FAMILY If you would like to assist our Afghan refugee family, here is a list of
food/household items that would really help them out: flour, rice, sugar, dry beans, black tea,
liquid hand soap, Gain liquid detergent, Gain dishwashing soap, na}ﬁkins, p%ger towels and
toilet paper. Place donations in the narthex box or drop off to the church office during the
week between 9:00 and 12:00.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE Please be in prayer for our members who are unable to be

with us either from confinement or while traveling. “Our prayers are ‘felt’ even when our

voices are not heard.” If you have a prayer request or WOUICF like to add someone to the list,

}()jlease contact Marti Stein (martistein@gmail.com) from our Congregational Care
ommittee.

RULING ELDER & ONC NOMINATIONS The Officer Nominating Committee
invites active members to prayerfully suggest nominees for Ruling Elders and At-Large ONC
Members. Ruling Elders he?’p leag our church’s life, worship, and spiritual governance.
Qualified candidates must be active members demonstrating strong faith, spiritual maturity,
and leadership (3-year term). Look for nomination forms in early October!

ONLINE GIVING Please consider making a one-time or recurring gift to First
using our secure online portal which can be found at WWW.Savanna%llgPC.org by
clicking on the Give Now tab at the top right corner of the home page or by
scanning our QR code using your smartphone’s QR reader.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS We invite you to provide flowers in our Sanctuary as
a way to enhance our worship service and celebrate special occasions in your own
life. Too sign up you can contact the church office or use the QR code. We still have
openings %or ctober and November!



THE SESSION

Class of 2026: Judith G. Crawford, John H. Hinman III, Brett ]. Lundy, Emily C. Salzer, Martha L. Stein,
Daniel R. Walters

Class of 2027: Lisa B. Bennett, Jordan N. Chase, Gay H. Gunter, Joshua A. Herrington, Michael W.
Johnson, William C. Keightley

Class of 2028: Daniel C. Cohen, C. Steven Eagle, Lawrence H. Koch, Ann M. Tatum, Lisa B. Team,
Linda G. Wittish

Clerk of Session: Jordan N. Chase

Elder Emerita: Rose M. Donnelly

CHURCH STAFF

Kimberly A. Jackson, Transitional Pastor | Allison B. Shearouse, Drrector of Christian Education | Jonathan
M. Murphy, Director of Music €5 Organist| Mallory J. Abshire, Bookkeeper | Jillian P. Durant, Engagement
& Operations Specialist | Howard T. Crawtord, Director of Facilities | Dorothy S. Bunker, Preschool Divector
| Hugh I Daniels, Sexzor

MISSIONARIES
Farsijana and Bernard Adeney: Yogyakarta, Indonesia | Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather: Yes, South Sudan
|Ellen D. Smith: Warsaw, Polanc.

GREETER: Charlotte Keenoy | USHERS: Head Usher: Michael Johnson Team Members: Scott
Atchinson, Hal Hinman, Ben Price, Melissa Lee, Tommy Johnson | CHILDRENS WORSHIP:
Natalie Chase

LITURGIST Katy Keyes has been a member of First for ten years. She sings in the Chancel Choir and sits
on the Music With'a Mission Committee. Katy teaches Yoga at the Jewish Educational Alliance and sings in
the Savannah Philharmonic Chorus. She volunteers as a dog walker at the Humane Society of Savannah.

MUSIC s reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722913. All rights reserved.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 | 10:00 AM

Blessing of the Animals
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A Member of the Presbytery of Savannabh, the Synod of South Atlantic, and the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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