
Notice of Filming & Photography: By entering these premises, you grant First Presbyterian Church
permission to use your likeness in photographs, videos, or digital media in any and all of its publications.

                                                 

1 0 t h  s u n d a y  a f t e r  p e n t e c o s t
A u g u s t  2 ,  2 0 2 6  |  1 1 : 0 0  A M

C ommun i o n

service of worship for the lord’s dayservice of worship for the lord’s day



The Lord is gracious and merciful,
    slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all,
    and his compassion is over all
that he has made.

The Lord upholds all who are
falling
 and raises up all who are bowed
down.
The Lord is just in all his ways
 and kind in all his doings.

The Lord is near to all who call on
him,
    to all who call on him in truth.
Let us give thanks and worship
our Lord!

*CALL TO WORSHIP             Psalm 145.8-9, 14, 17-18                 

 Text in bold is spoken by all.
An asterisk (*) indicates all should stand if able.

 THE GATHERING  

PRELUDE                            He Comes to Us as One Unknown                    Robert J. Powell 
                                                                           Repton                                                   (1932 - 2025)

               
 CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                         Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                  Lisa Bennett

*HYMN  270                        O Lord, You Are My God and King                    JERUSALEM



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                
(Silent Confession)
Loving and merciful God, here we are. The ones who have wrestled with you in
the midst of  darkness, in the broad light of  day. Struggling with you when we
believe we alone know what’s best for us. Squirming from your tender embrace
when we wish to walk the road ahead of  us, alone. Running from your call rather
than trust in your design for our lives. Demanding of  you a blessing rather than
receive from you what you desire to give us. Please forgive us. Receive us as we
approach your throne of  grace, your seat of  mercy. Restore within us your
wholeness, your shalom, founded upon your everlasting loving-kindness. And
give us the strength, the courage, to turn around, leaving behind our selfishness,
our bitterness, our wariness that prevents us from living well with you and your
children. Amen.
inspired by Genesis 32.22-31, Romans 9.1-5

WORDS OF PEACE                                                                                                                        

KYRIE  (Hymn 437)                                                           WAYFARING STRANGER

You are the Lord, giver of mercy!  You are the Christ, giver of mercy!
You are the Lord, giver of mercy!

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS       

*GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581)                                                                GREATOREX

TIME WITH CHILDREN

HYMN                                Praise Him, All Ye Little Children                               BONNER

 v. 1  Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children, God is love, God is love.
v. 2  Serve Him, serve Him, all ye little children, God is love, God is love.

Children kindergarten and younger may go to the Preschool for Extended Session after the
children’s sermon. First through fifth graders are invited to a special time of worship in the

John Knox Room, returning during the Affirmation of Faith. Worship bags are also
available in the narthex to help children engage in the service.



THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                                                Lisa Bennett

Illuminating Spirit, open our hearts, our minds, our souls, so we may receive
your Word anew this day and be changed in the encounter. Amen. 

FIRST  READING                           Genesis 32.22-31                                                    NRSV
page 30
                                                                                                                                                                            

SECOND READING                           Romans 9.1-5                                                     NRSV
page 159

SERMON                                           God is Our Refiner                    Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Apostles’ Creed

"Jacob Wrestling With the Angel" by Rembrandt, 1659



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...with the whole Church on earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and sing:

SANCTUS (Hymn 552)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,
heaven and earth are full of  your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

...we celebrate the wonder of your grace
and proclaim the mystery of our faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

...who taught us how to pray to you...

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                Doxology                             OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                         Lisa Bennett

OFFERTORY ANTHEM            Draw near, all ye people                      Felix Mendelssohn 
                                                                           from Elijah                                              (1809 - 1847)

    Chad Sonka, baritone



THE SENDING

*HYMN 336                        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                          HYFRYDOL

POSTLUDE                           Give me ever, great redeemer    J. Bert Carlson ( (1937-2017) 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                        Rev. Dr. Kim Jackson

*CHORAL RESPONSE                 Sevenfold Amen                   John Stainer (1840-1901)

 Sanctuary flowers given by Krystal Nauth in loving memory of her
dear mother-in-law Chandra Nauth who passed away in August 2024

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONNECT WITH US  
Are you getting our weekly emails and monthly newsletter? Do you follow us on Facebook and

Instagram?  We would love to stay in touch. Scan the QR code to subscribe and follow.

COMMUNION MUSIC    The Call from Five Mystical Songs        R.V. W.(1872 - 1958)
Chad Sonka, baritone

*HYMN 460                            Break Thou the Bread of Life                       BREAD OF LIFE



SANCTUARY FLOWERS We invite you to provide flowers in our Sanctuary as a
way to enhance our worship service and celebrate special occasions in your own life.
Use the QR code to sign up. You are welcome to take the flowers home with you
following Sunday Worship. Only a few spots open for the Fall!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAFF UPDATES Our Personnel Ministry, with Session's concurrence, is pleased to
announce that Jillian Durant has accepted an expanded role on our staff effective Monday,
August 3. As our Engagement & Operations Specialist, Jillian will provide additional support
on-site and will be invaluable in assisting our upcoming building renovations. Her office
hours will be Monday through Friday, 9 am to 2:30 pm. We wish to express our deep
gratitude to Mallory Abshire for her excellent service and contributions to the church as our
Office Administrator and as she transitions to a new position as our Bookkeeper. Her office
hours will be Monday through Thursday, 2:30 to 5:30 pm. Combined with Jillian's in-
person hours, and Howard Crawford's work on-site on Fridays, we will have a staff member
present in the church building during business hours every day.  We are grateful for both
Jillian's and Mallory's ongoing dedication to our church. The next time you are in the
building, please thank them and celebrate their new roles with them!

MAHJONG FOR MISSIONS As Stewart Hall undergoes its exciting renovation 
this fall, we are pausing A Gracious Christmas for 2026. In an effort to 
continue our fundraising efforts, we are excited to host Mahjong for Missions on 
Saturday, September 19th, 2026! Scan th QR code for more information. 
TAKE THE CHURCH WITH YOU! Pick up a small photo of the church building and
bring it along on your travels. Snap a selfie with it wherever you go, then text or email your
photo to communications@savannahfpc.org.
Whether you're headed across town or farther away, we'd love to see where God leads you
—and remember, the church is wherever God's people go!
BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING On Sunday, August 9 during 11 am Worship all
children, youth, teachers, administrators and school staff are invited to bring your backpack
or bag for a blessing during worship.
RALLY DAY Join us on August 16 in Stewart Hall. We will begin at 9:30 am with a
breakfast & all ages program followed by meet and greet with classes.
Our theme this year is Share Your Salt, Shine Your Light. We celebrate the start of a new year
of Christian Education! Inspired by Jesus' call to be "salt and light," we'll gather across
generations for breakfast, worship, creative prayer, and a collaborative mosaic project that
reminds us every person has a unique place in God's family. Come learn, worship, and grow
together! 
REALM OUR NEW ONLINE DIRECTORY Would you like to get signed up? Come by
to during office hours 9 am to 12 pm for assistance. 
SUMMER CHOIR  lighter schedule, same joyful singing! Join us Sunday mornings at 10:00
a.m. sharp to rehearse and sing together before worship. On select Sundays, we’ll offer an
easy anthem during the service; other weeks, we’ll simply lend our voices to worship. No
robes, no pressure, no week-to-week commitment. All are welcome!
REFUGEE FAMILY If you would like to assist our Afghan refugee family, here is a list of
food/household items that would really help them out: flour, rice, sugar, dry beans, black tea,
liquid hand soap, Gain liquid detergent, Gain dishwashing soap, napkins, paper towels and
toilet paper. Place donations in the narthex box or drop off to the church office during the
week between 9:00 and 12:00. 
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THE SESSION
Class of 2026: Judith G. Crawford, John H. Hinman III, Brett J. Lundy, Emily C. Salzer,
Martha L. Stein, Daniel R. Walters 
Class of 2027: Lisa B. Bennett, Jordan N. Chase, Gay H. Gunter, Joshua A. Herrington,
Michael W. Johnson, William C.  Keightley
Class of 2028: Daniel C. Cohen, C. Steven Eagle, Lawrence H. Koch,  Ann M. Tatum, Lisa B.
Team,  Linda G. Wittish
Clerk of Session: Jordan N. Chase
Elder Emerita: Rose M. Donnelly

CHURCH STAFF 
Kimberly A. Jackson, Transitional Pastor  | Allison B. Shearouse, Director of Christian
Education | Jonathan M. Murphy, Director of Music & Organist|  Mallory J. Abshire,
Bookkeeper |  Jillian P. Durant, Engaement & Operations Specialist  | Howard T. Crawford,
Director of Facilities | Dorothy S. Bunker, Preschool Director |  Hugh I. Daniels, Sexton

MISSIONARIES
Farsijana and Bernard Adeney: Yogyakarta, Indonesia | Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather: Yei,
South Sudan |Ellen D. Smith: Warsaw, Poland.

GREETER: Charlotte Keenoy | USHERS: Head Usher:  Felix Etinge Team  Members:  
Linda Wittish and Rich Wittish

EXTENDED SESSION: Jen Cunning

LITURGIST:Lisa Bennett  has lived in Savannah for 15 years and is currently serving as
an elder at First Presbyterian Church. She serves as Chair of the Preschool Ministry and
is a member of the Agape Group, having also taught Sunday School for many years. She
and her husband, Robert, are the parents of three daughters: Sara Harper, McKay, and
Claire. 

MUSIC is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722913. All rights reserved. 

FIRST’S MISSION STATEMENT
The life of the church is the response of faith and obedience to the call of God in Christ. Gathered:
We worship and sing, study and pray. We enjoy fellowship together. Forgiven by God: we learn to

forgive other people. Sent forth: We serve as leaven, salt and light, to be agents of God’s love in
Savannah and the larger world.

ONLINE GIVING Please consider making a one-time or recurring gift to First using our
secure online portal which can be found at www.SavannahFPC.org by clicking on the
Give Now tab at the top right corner of the home page or by scanning our QR code using
your smartphone’s QR reader. 
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