
WELCOME

Using The DART Center’s

model for congrega-

tional based organizing,

we have been moved by

Micah 6:8, which says,

“He has shown you, O

mortal, what is good.

And what does the Lord

require of you? To act

justly and to love mercy

and to walk humbly with

your God.” Our call to do

justice comes from God

and that call unites us

across race, gender,

socio-economic status,

and religion.

           https://
justsav.org



In November, we voted to become specific and to
research the criminalization of poverty. We’ve
learned about the negative impacts the cash bail
system has on the poorest people in our community.
If someone is arrested for a crime, often a
nonviolent crime, and is not able to pay out several
hundred dollars to a private bond company, they
can be held indefinitely prior to receiving a trial. In
Chatham County, it can take up to two years from

the time bail is set and the time someone’s case reaches trial. Often, people will plead guilty
to crimes they did not commit in order to stay out of jail so that they can keep their jobs and
care for their children.

So far, we have met with the Deep Center, the Public Defender, the Savannah Police Chief,
the the District Attorney, and the Chief Judge of Recorder’s Court who was forthcoming in
answering all of our questions. We’ve learned about the wide variety of ways that bail is
applied depending on the charge against the defendant, as well as the wide range of
discretion individual actors in the criminal justice system have to decide how, and whether,
bond is set. We’ve also learned about the ways the system has shifted during the pandemic
to incarcerate fewer people, especially those accused of misdemeanor crimes. Finally,
we’ve faced significant challenges to acquiring data that highlights the extent of the
problem, mostly because data is not being collected around bail on the local level.

.

.

Over the next two months, we are hoping to evaluate our meetings so far, secure follow up
meetings with the District Attorney, and potentially meet with Superior Court Judges, in order
to develop a solution to the problem of cash bail as it currently exists in Chatham County.
We understand just how serious this problem is, and the lasting impacts that an arrest or a
stay in jail, no matter how short-term, can have on peoples’ lives in our community.

.



. In December, we won MORE than we’d asked
for at our Nehemiah Action in May. The City’s
2022 budget included $7 million of American
Rescue Plan funding allocated to the Savannah
Affordable Housing Fund: more than ten times
what they’d put into the fund in a single year
before. The Mayor also acknowledged JUST’s
role in pushing for this allocation!

. We met with Martin Fretty and Anita Smith-Dixon (head
of Housing and Neighborhood Services and the
Community Housing Services Agency respectively) to
learn more about how the $7 million investment into the
Savannah Affordable Housing Fund will be used.

. We met with City Manager Jay Melder to learn more
about plans for funding the Savannah Affordable
Housing Fund. We are also meeting with Lexington
Affordable Housing Trust Fund manager Rick McQuady
over Zoom on Tuesday, March 8; with a pre-meeting

     at 5:15 pm.

. In following up with Martin Fretty, we also got an even greater scope of the housing crisis that
Savannah is facing. Data he sent us shows that more than 7,000 low-income renter families in
Savannah are paying more than half their income in rent. The knowledge of just how large this
crisis is will strengthen our resolve to make sure the money we won is used well, and to make
sure that the city continues to invest large sums of money in the Affordable Housing Fund in the
future in order to bring relief to these 7,000 families.



     Housing Steering Committee Members:
      Trevor Walker (St. Peter’s Episcopal),
      Rev. J. Michael Culbreth (ConneXion UMC),
      Jo Claire Hickson (First Presbyterian), and
      Rev. Susan Karlson (Unitarian Universalist).

   Cash Bail Reform Steering Committee
   members:
   Brother Willis Hakim Jones (Masjid Jihad),
   Bruce Walker (Mickve Israel),
   Father Guillermo Arboleda (St. Matthew’s

Episcopal), and
   Rev. Del Barksdale (Savannah Church of

God).

J.U.S.T. Staff:
Rachel Hodes, The DART Center
rachelhodes@thedartcentr.org

https://justsav.org

Important Dates:
Housing Steering Committee

Wednesday, March 9 at 6 pm - next Housing Full Committee

Cash Bail Reform Steering Committe
Tuesday, March 15 at 6 pm  - next Cash Bail Full Committee

       Both J.U.S.T. Committees
Monday, April 4 at  7pm: Rally, where we’ll prepare for the
Nehemiah Action and share our proposed solutions to
community problems

Monday, May 2, at 6:15 pm: Nehemiah Action, where we’ll
ask public officials to implement our proposed solutions


